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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 11-17-077, filed 8/16/11, effective 
9/16/11) 

WAC 284-66-064 Benefit standards for policies or certificates 
issued or delivered on or after June 1, 2010. No policy or certifi
cate may be advertised, solicited, delivered, or issued for deli very 
in this state as a medicare supplement policy or certificate unless it 
complies with these benefit standards. Benefit standards applicable to 
medicare supplement policies or certificates issued before June 1, 
2010, remain subject to the requirements of WAC 284-66-060 and 
284-66-063. 

(1) General standards. The following standards apply to medicare 
supplement policies and certificates and are in addition to all other 
requirements of this regulation. 

(a) A medicare supplement policy or certificate shall not exclude 
or limit benefits for losses incurred more than three months from the 
effective date of coverage because it involved a preexisting condi
tion. The policy or certificate may not define a preexisting condition 
more restrictively than a condition for which medical advice was given 
or treatment was· recommended by or received from a physician within 
three months before the effective date of coverage. 

(b) A medicare supplement policy or certificate must provide that 
benefits designed to cover cost sharing amounts under medicare will be 
changed automatically to coincide with any changes in the applicable 
medicare deductible, copayment or coinsurance amounts. Premiums may be 
modified to correspond with such changes. 

(c) No medicare supplement policy or certificate may provide for 
termination of coverage of a spouse solely because of the occurrence 
of an event specified for termination of coverage of the insured other 
than the nonpayment of premium. 

(d) Each medicare supplement policy shall be guaranteed renewable 
and: 

( i) The issuer may not cancel or nonrenew the policy solely on 
the ground of health status of the individual; and 

(ii) The issuer may not cancel or nonrenew the policy for any 
reason other than nonpayment of premium or material misrepresentation. 

(iii) If the medicare supplement policy is terminated by the 
group policyholder and is not replaced as provided under (d) (v) of 
this subsection, the issuer shall offer certificate holders an indi
vidual medicare supplement policy which, at the option of the certifi
cate holder: 

(A) Provides for continuation of the benefits contained in the 
group policy; or 

(B) Provides· for benefits that otherwise meet the requirements of 
this subsection. 

(iv) If an individual is a certificate holder in a group medicare 
supplement policy and the individual terminates membership in the 
group, the issuer must: 

(A) Offer the certificate holder the conversion opportunity de
scribed in (d) (iii) of this subsection; or 

(B) At the option of the group policyholder, offer the certifi
cate holder continuation of coverage under the group policy. 

(v) If a group medicare supplement policy is replaced by another 
group medicare supplement policy purchased by the same policyholder, 
the issue of the replacement policy must offer coverage to all persons 
covered under the old group policy on its date of termination. 
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(vi) Termination of a medicare supplement policy or certificate 
must be without prejudice to any continuous loss which commenced while 
the policy was in force, but the extension of benefits beyond the pe
riod during which the policy was in force may be conditioned upon the 
continuous total disability of the insured, limited to the duration of 
the policy benefit period, if any, or payment of the maximum benefits. 
Receipt of medicare Part D benefits will not be considered in deter
mining a continuous loss. 

(vii) (A) A medicare supplement policy or certificate must provide 
that benefits and premiums under the policy or certificate are suspen
ded at the request of the policyholder or certificate holder for the 
period not to exceed twenty-four months in which the policyholder or 
certificate holder has applied for and is determined to be entitled to 
medical assistance under Title XIX of the Social Security Act, but on
ly if the policyholder or certificate holder notifies the issuer of 
the policy or certificate within ninety days after the date the indi
vidual becomes entitled to assistance. 

(B) If suspension occurs and if the policyholder or certificate 
holder loses entitlement to medical assistance, the policy or certifi
cate shall be automatically reinstituted, effective as of the date of 
termination of entitlement within ninety days after the date of loss 
and pays the premium attributable to the period, effective as of the 
date of termination of entitlement. 

(C) Each medicare supplement policy must provide that benefits 
and premiums under the policy must be suspended for any period that 
may be provided by federal regulation at the request of the policy
holder if the policyholder is entitled to benefits under Section 
226(b) of the Social Security Act and is covered under a group health 
plan as defined in Section 1862 (b) (1) (A) (v) of the Social Security 
Act. If suspension occurs and if the policyholder or certificate hold
er loses coverage under the group health plan, the policy must be au
tomatically reinstituted effective as of the date of loss of coverage 
if the policyholder provides notice of loss of coverage within ninety 
days after the date of the loss and pays the premium attributable to 
the period, effective as of the date of termination of enrollment in 
the group health plan. 

(viii) Reinstitution of coverages as described in this section: 
(A) Must not provide for any waiting period with respect to 

treatment of preexisting conditions; 
(B) Must provide for resumption of coverage that is substantially 

equivalent to coverage in effect before the date of suspension; and 
(C) Must provide for classification of premiums on terms at least 

as favorable to the policyholder or certificate holder as the premium 
classification terms that would have applied to the policyholder or 
certificate holder had the coverage not been suspended. 

(2) Every issuer of me di care supplement insurance benefit plans 
A, B, C, D, F, F with high deductible, G, M, and N must make available 
a policy or certificate including only the following basic "core" 
package of benefits to each prospective insured. An issuer may make 
available to prospective insureds any of the other medicare supplement 
insurance plans in addition to the basic core package, but not in lieu 
of it. 

(a) Coverage of Part A medicare eligible expenses for hospitali
zation to the extent not covered by medicare from the 61st day through 
the 90th day in any medicare benefit period. 
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(b) Coverage of Part A me di care eligible expenses incurred for 
hospitalization to the extent not covered by medicare for each medi
care lifetime inpatient reserve day used; 

(c) Upon exhaustion of the medicare hospital inpatient coverage, 
including the lifetime reserve days, coverage of one hundred percent 
of t:he medicare Part A eligible expenses for hospitalization paid at 
the applicable prospective payment system rate or other appropriate 
medicare standard of payment, subject to a lifetime maximum benefit of 
an additional three hundred sixty-five days. The provider must accept 
the issuer's payment as payment in full and may not .bill the insured 
for any balance; 

(d) Coverage under medicare Parts A and B for the reasonable cost 
of the first three pints of blood or equivalent quantities of packed 
red blood cells, as defined under federal regulations, unless replaced 
in accordance with federal regulations; 

(e) Coverage for the coinsurance amount, or in the case of hospi
tal outpatient department services paid under a prospective payment 
system, the copayment amount, of medicare eligible expenses under Part 
B regardless of hospital confinement, subject to the me di care Part B 
deductible. 

(f) Coverage of cost sharing for all Part A medicare eligible 
hospice care and respite care expenses. 

(3) The following additional benefits must be included in medi
care supplement benefit .Qlans B, C, D, F, F with high deductible, G, 
M, and N as provided by WAC 284-66-066: 

(a) Coverage for one hundred percent of the medicare Part A inpa
tient hospital deductible amount per benefit period. 

(b) Coverage for fifty percent of the medicare Part A inpatient 
hospital deductible amount per benefit period. 

(c) Coverage for the actual billed charges up to the coinsurance 
amount from the 21st day through the 100th day in a medicare benefit 
period for posthospi tal skilled nursing facility care eligible under 
medicare Part A. 

(d) Coverage for one hundred percent of the medicare £art B de
ductible amount per calendar year regardless of hospital confinement. 

(e) Coverage for all of the difference between the actual medi
care Part B charges as billed, not to exceed any charge limitation es
tablished by the medicare program or state law, and the medicare-ap
proved Part B charge. 

(f) Coverage to the extent not covered by medicare for eighty 
percent of the billed charges for medicare-eligible expenses for medi
cally necessary emergency hospital, physician and medical care re
ceived in a foreign country, which care would have been covered by 
medicare if provided in the United States and which care began during 
the first sixty consecutive days of each trip outside the United 
States, subject to a calendar year deductible of two hundred fifty 
dollars and a lifetime maximum benefit of fifty thousand dollars. For 
purposes of this benefit, "emergency care" means care needed immedi
ately because of an injury or an illness of sudden and unexpected on
set. 

(4) (a) Every issuer of a standardized medicare supplement plan B, 
C, D, F, F with high deductible, G, K, L, M, or N issued on or after 
June 1, 2010, must issue to an individual who was eligible for both 
me di care hospital and physician services prior to January 1, 2020, 
without evidence of insurability, coverage under a 2010 plan B, c, D, 
F, F with high deductible, G, G with high deductible, K, L, M, or N to 
any policyholder if the medicare supplement policy or certificate re-
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places another medicare supplement policy or certificate B, C, D, F, F 
with high deductible, G, G with high deductible, K, L, M, or Nor oth
er more comprehensive coverage, including any standardized medicare 
supplement policy issued prior to June 1, 2010. 

(b) Every issuer of a standardized medicare supplemental plan B, 
D, G, G with high deductible. K, L, M, or N issued on or after January 
1. 2020. must issue to an individual who was eligible for both medi
care hospital and physician services on or after January 1, 2020. 
without evidence of insurability. coverage under a 2010 plan B, D, G. 
G with high deductible, K, L, M, or N to any policyholder if the medi 
care supplemental policy or certificate replaces another medicare sup
plemental policy or certificate B, D, G. G with high deductible, K, L, 
M, or Nor other more comprehensive coverage. 

J.£l. Every issuer of a standardized medicare supplement plan A is
sued on or after June 1, 2010, must is-sue, without evidence of insura
bility, coverage under a 2010 plan A to any policyholder if the medi
care supplement policy or certificate replaces another medicare sup
plement plan A issued prior to June 1, 2010. 

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 09-24-052, filed 11/24/09, effective 
1/19/10) 

WAC 284-66-067 Standard medicare supplement plans issued for de
livery on or after June 1, 2010. No policy or certificate delivered 
or issued for delivery in this state on or after June 1, 2010, as a 
medicare supplement policy or certificate- may be advertised, solici
ted, delivered or issued for delivery in this state as a medicare sup
plement policy or certificate unless it complies with these benefit 
plan standards. Benefit plan standards applicable to medicare supple
ment policies and certificates issued before June 1, 2010, remain sub
ject to the requirements of WAC 284-66-066. 

(1) {a) An issuer must make available to each prospective policy
holder and certificate holder a policy form or certificate form con
taining only the basic or core benefits, as defined in WAC 284-66-064. 

(b) If an issuer makes available any of the additional benefits 
described in WAC 284-66-064 or offers standardized benefit plan Kor L 
as described in subsection (5) of this section, then the issuer shall 
make availabl_e to each prospective policyholder and certificate hold
er, in addition to a policy form or certificate form with only the ba
sic or core benefits as described in (a) of this ((section)) subsec
tion, a policy form or certificate form containing either standardized 
benefit plan C or standardized benefit plan F. 

(2) No groups, packages or combinations of medicare supplement 
benefits other than those listed in this section may be offered for 
sale in this state, except as may be permitted in WAC 284-66-064 and 
284-66-073. 

(3) Benefit plans must be uniform in structure, language, desig
nation and format to the standard benefit plans listed in this section 
and conform to the definitions in this chapter. Each benefit must be 
structured in accordance with the format found in WAC 284-66-064 or in 
the case of plans Kor L, in subsection (5) of this section, and list 
the benefits in the order shown. For purposes of this section, ''struc
ture, language and format'' means style, arrangement and overall con
tent of a benefit. 
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(4) In addition to the benefit plan designations required in sub
section ( 3) of this section, an issuer may use other designations to 
the extent permitted by law. 

(5) Make-up of 2010 §tandardized tenefit plans: 
(a) Standardized medicare supplement benefit plan A may include 

only the basic core benefits as defined in WAC 284-66-064. 
(b) Standardized medicare supplement benefit plan B may include 

only the basic core benefit as defined in WAC 284-66-064 plus one hun
dred percent of the medicare _£art A deductible as defined in WAC 
284-66-064. 

(c) Standardized medicare supplement benefit plan C may include 
only the basic core benefit as defined in WAC 284-66-064 plus one hun
dred percent of the medicare Part A deductible, skilled nursing fa
cility care, one hundred percent of the medicare Part B deductible and 
medically necessary emergency care in a foreign country as defined in 
WAC 284-66-064. 

(d) Standardized medicare supplement benefit plan D may include 
only the basic core benefits as defined in WAC 284-66-064 plus one 
hundred percent of the medicare Part A deductible, skilled nursing fa
cility care and medically necessary emergency care in a foreign coun
try as defined in WAC 284-66-064. 

(e) Standardized medicare supplement regular plan F may include 
only the basic core benefit as defined in WAC 284-66-064 plus one hun
dred percent of the medicare Part A deductible, the skilled nursing 
facility care, one hundred percent of the medicare Part B deductible, 
one hundred percent of the medicare Part B excess charges, and medi
cally necessary emergency care in a foreign country as defined in WAC 
284-66-064. 

(f) Standardized medicare supplement plan F with high deductible 
may include only one hundred percent of covered expenses following the 
payment of the annual deductible set forth in ( f) (ii) of this subsec
tion. 

(i) The basic core benefit as defined in WAC 284-66-064 plus one 
hundred percent of the medicare Part A deductible, skilled nursing fa
cility care, one hundred percent of the medicare Part B deductible, 
one hundred percent of the medicare Part B excess charges, and medi
cally necessary emergency care in a foreign country as defined in WAC 
284-66-064. 

(ii) The annual deductible in plan F with high deductible must 
consist only of out-of-pocket expenses, other than premiums, for serv
ices covered by regular plan F and must be in addition to any other 
specific benefit deductibles. The basis for the deductible must be one 
thousand five hundred dollars and will be adjusted annually from 1999 
by the Secretary of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
to reflect the change in the £Onsumer price index for all urban con
sumers for the twelve-month period ending with August of the preceding 
year, and rounded to the nearest multiple of ten dollars. 

(g) Standardized medicare supplement benefit plan G may include 
only the basic core benefit as defined in WAC 284-66-064, plus one 
hundred percent of the medicare Part A deductible, skilled nursing fa
cility care, one hundred percent of the medicare _£art B excess charges 
and medically necessary emergency care in a foreign country as defined 
in WAC 284-66-064. Effective January 1, 2020, the standardized benefit 
plans described in WAC 284-66-068 (1) (d) (redesignated plan G high de
ductible) may be offered to any individual who was eligible for medi
care prior to January 1, 2020. 
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(h) Standardized medicare supplement benefit 2lan K is mandated 
by the Medicare Prescription Drug Improvement and Modernization Act of 
2003, and may include only the following: 

(i) Coverage of one hundred percent of the Part A hospital coin
surance amount for each day used from the 61st through the 90th day in 
any medicare benefit period; 

(ii) Coverage of one hundred percent of the Part A hospital coin
surance amount for each medicare lifetime inpatient reserve day used 
from the 91st through the 150th day in any medicare benefit period; 

(iii) Upon exhaustion of the me di care hospital inpatient cover
age, including the lifetime reserve days, coverage of one hundred per
cent of the medicare Part A eligible expenses for hospitalization paid 
at the applicable prospective payment system rate or other appropriate 
me di care standard of payment, subject to. a lifetime maximum benefit of 
an additional three hundred sixty-five days. The provider must accept 
the insurer's payment as payment in full and may not bill the insured 
for any balance; 

(iv) Coverage for fifty percent of the medicare £art A inpatient 
hospital deductible amount per benefit period until the out-of-pocket 
limitation is met as described in (h) (x) of this subsection; 

(v) Skilled nursing facility care coverage for fifty percent of 
the coinsurance amount for each day used from the 21st day through the 
100th day in a medicare benefit period for posthospital skilled nurs
ing facility care eligible under medicare Part A until the out-of
pocket limitation is met as described in (h) (x) of this subsection; 

(vi) Coverage for fifty percent of cost sharing for all Part A 
medicare eligible expenses and respite care until the out-of-pocket 
limitation is met as described in (h) (x) of this subsection; 

(vii) Coverage for fifty percent under medicare Part A or B of 
the reasonable cost of the first three pints of blood or equivalent 
quantities of packed red blood cells as defined under federal regula
tions unless replaced in accordance with federal regulations until the 
out-of-pocket limitation is met as described in (h) (x) of this subsec
tion; 

(viii) Except for coverage provided in (h) (ix) of this subsec
tion, coverage for fifty percent of the cost sharing otherwise appli
cable under medicare Part B after the policyholder pays the Part B de
.ductible until the out-of-pocket limitation is met as described in 
(h) (x) of this subsection; 

(ix) Coverage of one hundred percent of the cost sharing for med
icare £art B preventive services after the policyholder pays the £art 
B deductible; and 

(x) Coverage of one hundred percent of all cost sharing under 
medicare Parts A and B for the balance of the calendar year after the 
individual has reached the out-of-pocket limitation on annual expendi
tures under medicare Parts A and B of four thousand dollars in 2006, 
indexed each year by the appropriate inflation adjustment specified by 
the Secretary of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 

(i) Standardized medicare supplement 2lan L as mandated by the 
Medicare Prescription Drug, Improvement and Modernization Act of 2003 
may include only the following: 

(i) The benefits described in (h) (i) through (vi) and (ix) of 
this subsection; and 

(ii) The benefit described in (h) (i) through (vi) and (vii) of 
this subsection but substituting seventy-five percent for fifty per
cent; and 
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(iii) The benefit described in (h) (x) of this subsection but sub
stituting two thousand dollars for four thousand dollars. 

(j) Standardized medicare supplement 2lan M may include only the 
basic core benefit as defined in WAC 284-66-064, plus fifty percent of 
the medicare Part A deductible, skilled nursing facility care and med
ically necessary emergency care in a foreign country as defined in WAC 
284-66-064. 

(k) Standardized medicare supplement 2lan N may include only the 
basic core benefit as defined in WAC 284-66-064, plus one hundred per
cent of the medicare Part A deductible, skilled nursing facility care, 
and medically necessary emergency care in a foreign country as defined 
in subsection ( 3) of this section, with copayments in the following 
amounts: 

(i) The lesser of twenty dollars or the medicare coinsurance or 
copayment for each covered health care provider office visit, includ
ing visits to medical specialists Part B; and 

(ii) The lesser of fifty dollars or the medicare Part B coinsur
ance of copayment for each covered emergency room visit, however this 
copayment shall be waived if the insured is admitted to any hospital 
and the emergency visit is subsequently covered as a medicare Part A 
expense. 

(6) An issuer may, with the prior approval of the commissioner, 
offer policies or certificates with new or innovative benefits in ad
dition to the standardized benefits provided in a policy or certifi
cate that otherwise complies with the applicable standards. The new or 
innovative benefits may include only benefits that are appropriate to 
medicare supplement insurance, are new or innovative, are not other
wise available, and are cost-effective. Approval of new or innovative 
benefits must not adversely impact the goal of medicare supplement 
simplification. New or innovative benefits may not include an outpa
tient prescription drug benefit. New or innovative benefits may not be 
used to change or reduce benefits, including a change of any cost
sharing provision, in any standardized plan. 

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 09-05-004, filed 2/4/09, effective 
3/7 /09) 

WAC 284-66-068 ((P£ehieitien against ase e£ genetie in£e£matien 
and £eqaests £e£ genetie testing.) ) Standard medicare supplemental 
plans issued for delivery to individuals newly eligible for medicare 
on or after January 1, 2020. ( (Effective May 21, 2009, except as pro 
vided in subsection (3) of this section: 

(1) An issuer of a medicare supplement insurance policy or cer 
tificate must not deny or eondition the issuance of effectiveness of 
the policy or certificate and must not discriminate in the prieing of 
the policy or certificate sf an individual on the basis of the genetic 
information with respeet to any individual. 'Phis includes the imposi 
tion of any e11clusion of benefits under the policy based on a preeic 
isting condition or adjustment of premium rates based on genetic in 
formation. 'Phis subsection shall not be construed to limit the ability 
of an issuer, to the extent otherwise permitted by law from: 

(a) Denying or conditioning the issuance or effectiveness of the 
policy or certificate or inereasing the premium based on the manifc,-s-
tation of a disease or disorder of the insured or applicant; br 
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(b) Increasing the premium for any policy issued to an individual 
based on the manifestation of a disease or disorder of an individual 
who is co•;.crcd under the policy. 'Fhc manifeotation of a diocaoc or 
disorder in one individual must not be used as genetic information 
about other group members or to increase the premium for the group. 

(2) An issuer of a medicarc supplement inourance policy or ccr 
tificate must not request or require an individual or a family member 
of the individual to undergo a genetic test. 'Phis subsection shall not 
be construed to preclude an issuer from obtaining and using the re 
cults of a genetic test in making a determination regarding payment 
consistent with subsection ( 1) of this section. For purposes of this 
section, "payment" has the meaniFig set forth in Part C of 'Fitlc XI and 
Section 2 6 4 of the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability .n,et 
of 1996, as may be revised from time to time. .'\n issuer may request 
only the minimum information necessary to accomplish the intended pur 
pose. 

(3) An issuer may request, but must not require, that an individ 
ual or a family member of the individual undergo a genetic test only 
if all of the follo11ing condition □ arc met: 

(a) 'Fhe request is made for research .that complies with Part 46 
of 'Fit le 4 §, Code of Federal Regulation□, or its equivalent, or any 
other applicable state or local law or rule for the protection of hu 
man subject □ in research; 

(b) 'Fhc issuer clearly indicate □ to each individual, or in the 
ease of a minor child, to the legal guardian of the child, to whom the 
request is made that: 

(i) Compliance with the request is voluntary; and 
(ii) Noncompliance 'dill have no effect on enrollment status or 

premium or contribution amounts; 
( e) Genetic information collected or acquired under this sub □ ce 

tion must not be used for underwriting, determination of eligibility 
to enroll or maintain enrollment status, premium rates, or the i □□u 
ancc, rcnc11al, or replacement of a policy or certificate; 

(d) The issuer notifies the secretary of the United States De 
partmcnt of Health and Human Service □ in writing that the · issuer is 
conducting activities pursuant to the exception provided for under 
this □ub □ c.ction, including a description of the activities conducted; 

(c) The issuer complies ,,iith all other condition□ required by 
regulation by the secretary of the United States Department of Health 
and Human Service □ for activities conducted under this subsection; 

( 4) An issuer must not request, require, or purchase genetic in 
formation for underwriting purposes; 

(§) An issuer shall not request, require, or purchase genetic in 
formation ,,dth respect to any individual pi;ior to such individual' □ 
enrollment under the policy in connection with such enrollment; and 

( 6) If an issuer obtains genetic information incidental to the 
requesting, requiring, or purchasing of other information concerning 
any individual, the request, requirement, or purchase will not be eon 
sidcrcd a violation of subsection (5) of this section only if the re 
quest, requirement, or purchase is not in violation of subsection (4) 
of this section. 

(7) For purpose □ of this section: 
(a) "Issuer" has the meaning set forth in WAC 284 66 030 (4) and 

include □ any third party administrator or other person acting for or 
on behalf of the issuer. 
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(b) "Family member" means any individual who is a first degree, 
second degree, third degree, or fourth degree relative of the individ 
-u-a-1--,-

-te-J "Genetic information" means informatiefi---a-bout the individu 
al' s genetic tests, the genetic test □ of family member□ . of the indi 
victual, and the manifestation of a-4-iscase or disorder in family mcm 
bers. The terr~ inch1des , any r,eq,uests for or rec~ipt ?f genetic ser: 
ices or participation in clinical research which includes genetic 
services by the individual or a family member. Any referense to genet 
is information soncerning an individual or family member who is a 
pregnant ·,wman insludes genetic information of any fetus carried by 
the pregnant woman, or with respest to an individual or family member 
utilizing reproductive technology, insludcs gcnctis information of any 
embryo legally held by an individual or family member. Gcnetis infer 
mation docs not insludc information about the gender or age of any in 
dividual. 

(d) "Genetic services" means a gcnctis test, gcnctis counseling 
(including obtaining, interpreting, or assessing gcnctis information), 
or genetic education. 

( c) "Genetic test" means an analysis of human DNA, RNA, shromo 
somcs, proteins, or metabolites that detect genotypes, mutations, · or 
shromosomal changes. The term genetic test docs not mean an analysis 
of proteins or metabolites that docs not detest genotypes, mutations, 
or chromosomal change □ or an analysis of proteins or metabolites that 
is dircstly related to a manifested disease, disorder, or pathologisal 
condition that could reasonably be detested by a health care profcs 
sional with appropriate training and citpcrtisc in the field of mcdi 
sine involved. 

( f) "Underwriting purposes" means: 
( i) Rules for, or determination of, eligibility ( insluding en 

rollmcnt and sontinucd eligibility) for benefits under the policy; 
(ii) The somputation of premium or sontribution amounts under the 

polisy; 
(iii) The applisation of any preenisting sondition enclusion un 

dcr the policy; and 
(iv) Other activities related to the creation, renewal, or re 

plascmcnt of a polisy of health insuransc or health benefits.) ) The 
Medicare Access and CHIP Reauthorization Act of 2015 (MACRA) requires 
the following standards arc applicable to all mcdicare supplemental 
policies or certificates delivered or issued for delivery in the state 
to indi victuals newly eligible for mcdicare on or after January 1, 
2020. No policy or certificate that provides coverage of the mcdicarc 
Part B deductible may be advertised, solicited, delivered or issued 
for delivery in this state as a mcdicarc supplemental policy or cer
tificate to individuals newly eligible for mcdicarc on or after Janu
ary 1, 2020. All policies must comply with the following benefit 
standards. Bcncfi t plan standards to mcdicarc supplemental policies 
and certificates issued to individuals eligible for medicarc before 
January 1, 2020, remain subject to the requirements of WAC 284-66-067. 

( 1) Bcncfi t requirements. The standards and requirements of WAC 
284-66-067 shall apply to all medicare supplemental policies or cer
tificates delivered or issued for delivery to those newly eligible for 
mcdicarc on or after January 1, 2020, with the following exceptions: 

(a) Standardized medicarc supplemental benefit plan C is rcdcsig
natcd as plan D and must provide the benefits contained in WAC 
284-66-067 (5) (c) but shall not provide coverage for one hundred per
cent or any portion of the mcdicare Part B deductible; 
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(bl Standardized medicare supplemental benefit plan Fis redesig
nated as plan G and must provide the benefits contained in WAC 
284-66-067 (5l (e) but shall not provide coverage for one hundred per
cent or any portion of the medicare Part B deductible; 

Jc) Standardized medicare supplemental plans C, F, and F with 
high deductible may not be offered to indi victuals newly eligible for 
medicare on or after January 1, 2020; 

(d) Standardized medicare supplemental benefit plan F with high 
deductible is redesignated as plan G with high deductible and must 
provide the benefits contained in WAC 284-66-067 (5) (fl but shall not 
provide coverage for one hundred percent or any portion of the medi 
care Part B deductible; provided further that, the medicare Part B de
ductible paid by the beneficiary shall be considered an out-of-pocket 
expense in meeting the annual high deductible; and 

le) The reference to plans C · or F contained in WAC 284-66-067 
11) lb) is deemed a reference to plans D or G for purposes of this sec
tion. 

12) Applicability to certain indi victuals. This section applies 
only to indi victuals that are newly eligible for medicare on or after 
January 1, 2020: 

la) By reason of attaining age sixty-five on or after January 1, 
2020; or 

(bl By reason of entitlement to benefits under Part A under sec
tion 2261b) or 226A of the Social Security Act, or who is deemed to be 
eligible for benefits under section 2261a) of the Social Security Act 
on or after January 1, 2020. 

13) Offer of redesignated plans to individuals other than newly 
eligible. On or after January 1, 2020, the standardized benefit plans 
described in subsection I 1) Id) of this section may be offered to any 
individual who was eligible for medicare prior to January 1, 2020, in 
addition to the standardized plans described in WAC 284-66-067. 

NEW SECTION 

WAC 284-66-071 Prohibition against use of genetic information 
and requests for genetic testing. Effective May 21, 2009, except as 
provided in subsection (3) of this section: 

(1) An issuer of a medicare supplement insurance policy or cer
tificate must not deny or condition the issuance of effectiveness of 
the policy or certificate and must not discriminate in the pricing of 
the policy or certificate of an individual on the basis of the genetic 
information with respect to any individual. This includes the imposi
tion of any exclusion of benefits under the policy based on a preex
isting condition or adjustment of premium rates based on genetic in
formation. This subsection shall not be construed to limit the ability 
of an issuer, to the extent otherwise permitted by law from: 

(a) Denying or conditioning the issuance or effectiveness of the 
policy or certificate or increasing the premium based on the manifes
tation of a disease or disorder of the insured or applicant; or 

(b) Increasing the premium for any policy issued to an individual 
based on the manifestation of a disease or disorder of an individual 
who is covered under the policy. The manifestation of a disease or 
disorder in one individual must not be used as genetic information 
about other group members or to increase the premium for the group. 
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(2) An issuer of a medicare supplement insurance policy or cer
tificate must not request or require an individual or a family member 
of the individual to undergo a genetic test. This subsection shall not 
be construed to preclude an issuer from obtaining and using the re
sults of a genetic test in making a determination regarding payment 
consistent with subsection ( 1) of this section. For purposes of this 
section, "payment" has the meaning set forth in Part C of Title XI and 
Section 264 of the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act 
of 1996, as may be revised from time to time. An issuer may request 
only the minimum information necessary to accomplish the intended pur-
pose. 

(3) An issuer may request, but must not require, that an individ
ual or a family member of the individual undergo a genetic test only 
if all of the following conditions are met: 

(a) The request is made for research that complies with Part 46 
of Title 4 5, Code of Federal Regulations, or its equivalent, or any 
other applicable state or local law or rule for the protection of hu
man subjects in research; 

(bl The issuer clearly indicates to each individual, or in the 
case of a minor child, to the legal guardian of the child, to whom the 
request is made that: 

(i) Compliance with the request is voluntary; and 
(ii) Noncompliance will have no effect on enrollment status or 

premium or contribution amounts; 
(c) Genetic information collected or acquired under this subsec

tion must not be used for underwriting, determination of eligibility 
to enroll or maintain enrollment status, premium rates, or the issu
ance, renewal, or replacement of a policy or certificate; 

(d) The issuer notifies the secretary of the United States De
partment of Health and Human Services in writing that the issuer is 
conducting activities pursuant to the exception provided for under 
this subsection, including a description of the activities conducted; 

(e) The issuer complies with all other conditions required by 
regulation by the secretary of the United States Department of Health 
and Human Services for activities conducted under this subsection; 

(4) An issuer must not request, require, or purchase genetic in
formation for underwriting purposes; 

(5) An issuer shall not request, require, or purchase genetic in
formation with respect to any indi victual prior to such indi victual' s 
enrollment under the policy in connection with such enrollment; and 

( 6) If an issuer obtains genetic information incidental to the 
requesting, requiring, or purchasing of other information concerning 
any individual, the request, requirement, or purchase will not be con
sidered a violation of subsection (5) of this section only if the re
quest, requirement, or purchase is not in violation of subsection (4) 
of this section. 

(7) For purposes of this section: 
(a) "Issuer" has the meaning set forth in WAC 284-66-030 (4) and 

includes any third-party administrator or other person acting for or 
on behalf of the issuer. 

(b) "Family member" means any individual who is a first-degree, 
second-degree, third-degree, or fourth-degree relative of the individ
ual. 

(c) "Genetic information" means information about the individu
al's genetic tests, the genetic tests of family members of the indi
vidual, and the manifestation of a disease or disorder in family mem
bers. The term includes any requests for or receipt of genetic serv-
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ices or participation in clinical research which includes genetic 
services by the individual or a family member. Any reference to genet
ic information concerning an individual or family member who is a 
pregnant woman includes genetic information of any fetus carried by 
the pregnant woman, or with respect to an individual or family member 
utilizing reproductive technology, includes genetic information of any 
embryo legally held by an individual or family member. Genetic infor
mation does not include information about the gender or age of any in

. dividual. 
(d) "Genetic services" means a genetic test, genetic counseling 

(including obtaining, interpreting, or assessing genetic information), 
or genetic education. 

(e) "Genetic test" means an analysis of human DNA, RNA, chromo
somes, proteins, or metabolites that detect genotypes, mutations, or 
chromosomal changes. The term genetic test does not mean an analysis 
of proteins or metabolites that does not detect genotypes, mutations, 
or chromosomal changes or an analysis of proteins or metabolites that 
is directly related to a manifested disease, disorder, or pathological 
condition that could reasonably be detected by a heal th care profes
sional with appropriate training and expertise in the field of medi
cine involved. 

(f) "Underwriting purposes" means: 
( i) Rules for, or determination of, eligibility (including en

rollment and continued eligibility) for benefits under the policy; 
(ii) The computation of premium or contribution amounts under the 

policy; 
(iii) The application of any preexisting condition exclusion un

der the policy; and 
(iv) Other activities related to the creation, renewal, or re

placement of a policy of health insurance or health benefits. 

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 11-01-159, filed 12/22/10, effective 
1/22/11) 

WAC 284-66-130 Requirements for application forms and replace
ment of medicare supplement insurance coverage. (1) Application forms 
must include the following questions designed to elicit information as 
to whether, as of the date of the application, the applicant currently 
has another medicare supplement, medicare advantage, medicaid cover
age, or another health insurance or other disability policy or certif
icate in force or whether a medicare supplement insurance policy or 
certificate is intended to replace any other policy or certificate of 
a health care service contractor, health maintenance organization, 
disability insurer, or fraternal benefit society presently in force. A 
supplementary application or other form to be signed by the applicant 
and insurance producer containing the questions and statements, may be 
used: If the coverage is sold without an insurance producer, the sup
plementary application must be signed by the applicant. 

[Statements] 

(1) You do not need more than one medicare supplement policy. 
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(2) If you purc::-iase this policy, you may want to evaluate your 
existing health coverage and decide if you need mul~iple coverages. 

(3) If you are sixty-five or older, you may be eligible for bene
fits under medicaid and may not need a medicare supplement policy. 

(4) If, after purchasing this policy, you become eligible for 
medicaid, the benefits and premiums under your medicare supplement 
policy can be suspended if requested during your entitlerr.ent to bene
fits under medicaid for twenty-four.months. You must request this sus
pension within ninety days of becomir:g eligible for medicaid. If you 
are no lo:-iger e:-ititled to medicaid, your susper.ded medicare supplement 
policy (or, if that is r:o longer available, a substantially equivalent 
policy) will be reinstituted if requested within ninety days of losing 
medicaid eligibility. If the medicare supplement policy provided cov
erage for outpatient prescription drugs and you enrolled in medicare 
Part D while your policy was suspended, the reinstituted policy will 
not have outpatient prescription drug coverage, but will otherwise be 
substantially equivalent to your coverage before the date of the sus
oension. 
- (5) If you are eligible fer, and have enrolled in a medicare sup
plement policy by reason of disability and you later become covered by 
an employer or union-based group health plan, the benefits and premi
ums under your medicare supple:nent policy can be sc:spended, if reques
ted, while you are covered under the employer or union-based group 
heal th benefit plan. If you suspend your medicare supplement policy 
under these circumstances, and later lose your employer or union-based 
group health plan, your suspended medicare supplement policy (or, if 
that is no longer available, a substantially equivalent policy) will 
be reinstituted if reques;:,ed within 90 days of losing your employer or 
union-based group health plan.· If the medicare supplement policy pro
vided coverage for outpatient prescription drugs and you enrolled in 
medicare Part D while your policy was suspended, the reinstituted pol
icy will not have outpatient prescription drug coverage, but will oth
erwise be subsc:antially equivalent 1:0 your coverage before the date of 
the suspension. 

(6) Counseling services may be available in your state to provide 
advice concerning your purchase of medicare supplement insurance and 
concerning medical assistance through the state med-icaid program, in
c::.uding benefits as a "Qualified Medicare Beneficiary" (QMB) and a 
"Specified Low-:::ncome Medicare Bene:iciary" (SL"'IB). 

[Questior:s] 

If you lost or are losing other health insurance coverage and received 
a notice from your prior insurer saying you were eligible for guaran
teed issue of a medicare supplement insurance policy, or that you had 
certain rights to buy such a policy, you may be guaranteed acceptance 
in one or more of our medicare supplement plans. Please include a copy 
of the notice from your prior Jnsurer with your application. PLEASE ANSWER 

ALL QUESTIONS. 

'?lease mark Yes or No below with an "X"] 

To ::he best of your knowledge. 
(1) (a) l)id you turn age 65 in the last 6 months? 

Yes □ )[o D 

(b) Did you enroll in medicare Par:: Bin the last 6 months? 

Yes □ No □ 
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(c) If yes, what is the effective date? 
(2) Are you covered for medical assistance through the state med

icaid program? 
[NOTE To APPLICANT; If you are participating in a "Spend - Down Pro

gram'' and have not met your ''Share of Cost,'' please answer oo to this 
question.] 

Yes □ No □ 

If yes, 
(a) Will medicaid pay your premiums for this medicare supplement 

policy? 

Yes □ No □ 

(b) Do you receive any benefits from medicaid OTHER THAN payments 
toward your medicare Part B premium? 

Yes □ No □ 

(3) (a) If you had coverage from any medicare plan other than 
original medicare within the past 63 days (for example, a medicare ad
vantage plan, or a medicare HMO or PPO), fill in your start and end 
dates below. If you are still covered under this plan, leave "ENo" 

blank. 

START I I END I I 

(b) If you are still covered under the medicare plan, do you in
tend to replace your current coverage with this new medicare supple
ment policy? 

Yes □ No □ 

(c) Was this your first time in this type of medicare plan? 

Yes □ No □ 

(d) Did you drop a medicare supplement policy to enroll in the 
medicare plan? 

Yes □ No □ 

(4) (a) Do you have another medicare supplement policy in force? 

Yes □ No □ 

(b) If so, with what company and what plan do you have [optional 
for Direct Mailers]? 

(c) If so, do you intend to replace your current medicare supple
ment policy with this policy? 

(5) Have 
the past 63 
plan.) 

Yes □ No □ 

you had coverage under any other health insurance within 
days? (For example, an employer, union or individual 

Yes □ No □ 

(a) If so, with what company and what kind of policy? 
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(b) What are your dates ~f coverage under the other policy? 

START I I END II 

( If you are still covered under the other policy, leave "END" 

blank.) 

(2) Insurance producers must list any other medical or health in
surance policies sold to the applicant. 

(a) List policies sold that are still in force. 
(b) List policies sold in the past five years that are no longer 

in force. 
( 3) Immediately adj a cent to the section of the application on 

which the applicant chooses the plan type for which they are applying, 
the company must include the following language, in bold type: "Only 
those applicants who are initially eligible for Medicare before Janu
ary 1, 2020 may apply for plans C, F, and high deductible F, if of
fered." 

jjJ_ In the case of a direct response issuer, a copy of the appli
cation or supplemental form, signed by the applicant, and acknowledged 
by the insurer, must be returned to the applicant by the insurer upon 
delivery of the policy. 

((-f-4+)) ..ul Upon determining that a sale will involve replacement 
of medicare supplement coverage, an issuer, other than a direct re
sponse issuer, or its appointed insurance producer, must furnish the 
applicant, before issuing or delivering the medicare supplement insur
ance policy or certificate, a notice regarding replacement of medicare 
supplement insurance coverage. One copy of the notice, signed by the 
applicant and the insurance producer ( except where the coverage is 
sold without an insurance producer), must be provided to the applicant 
and an additional signed copy must be kept by the issuer. A direct re
sponse issuer must deliver to the applicant at the time of the issu
ance of the policy the notice regarding replacement of medicare sup
plement insurance coverage. 

((+§+)) _i_fil_ The notice required by subsection ((-f-4+)) ..ul of this 
section for an issuer, must be provided in substantially the form set 
forth in WAC 284-66-142 in no smaller than twelve point type, and must 
be filed with the commissioner before being used in this state. 

((-+#)) DJ_ The notice required by subsection ((-f-4+)) ..ul of this 
section for a direct response insurer must be in substantially the 
form set forth in WAC 284-66-142 and must be filed with the commis
sioner before being used in this state. 

((-R-t)) ill A true copy of the application for a medicare supple
ment insurance policy issued by a health maintenance organization or 
heal th care service contractor for deli very to a resident of this 
state must be attached to or otherwise physically made a part of the 
policy when issued and delivered. 

( (-f-8-t)) in Where inappropriate terms are used, 
ance, 11 "policy," or "insurance company," a fraternal 
health care service contractor or health maintenance 
substitute appropriate terminology. 

such as "insur
benef it society, 
organization may 

((+9+)) l1.Ql. Paragraphs 1 and 2 of the replacement notice (appli
cable to preexisting conditions) may be deleted by an issuer if the 
replacement does not involve application of a new preexisting condi
tion limitation. 
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