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Executive Summary 
This work group was established by Substitute House Bill 1539 (2025) to study and make 
recommendations on wildfire mitigation and resiliency standards. Over eight meetings, the work group 
heard from more than 20 experts and engaged representatives from state agencies, the insurance 
industry, fire services, local governments, Tribes, utilities, landowners, and nonprofit organizations. 

The five areas of study focused on: 
a) The development and alignment of wildfire property mitigation standards with nationally 

recognized, science-based standards. 
b) Enhancing wildfire mitigation at the community level. 
c) Sharing data between appropriate state agencies and the insurance industry regarding 

successful implementation of wildfire mitigation efforts. 
d) Improving transparency for consumers regarding wildfire hazard and risk. 
e) Establishing a homeowner grant program for purposes such as retrofitting and evaluations, with 

framework recommendations for decreasing insurance nonrenewals. 

This report summarizes the deliberations and findings of the work group. Though some areas require 
continued discussion, the work group reached alignment on several core strategies. Some issues, 
particularly the development of statewide mitigation standards, will require continued work. Where 
consensus could not be reached, divergent and minority opinions are reflected further in this report. 

(a) Coordinating and aligning state and Department of Natural Resources wildfire property 
mitigation standards with nationally recognized, science-based wildfire mitigation standards 

The work group was unable to reach full consensus within the timeframe on whether Washington 
should adopt a single statewide mitigation standard or use a suite of standards tailored to different use 
cases (e.g. insurance availability, community engagement, etc.). There is strong support from members 
to reconstitute this work group under the leadership of the State Fire Marshal’s Office with support 
from the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and the Office of Insurance Commissioner (OIC) to 
complete this effort. Overall, members emphasized the need for collaborative, inclusive, and locally 
adaptable standards development. 

(b) Enhancing wildfire mitigation at the community level 

The work group reached strong consensus that community-level mitigation is essential for reducing 
wildfire risk, improving public safety, and stabilizing insurance availability. While there was broad 
support for expansion, several members cautioned that existing programs should be adapted rather 
than simply scaled up, ensuring that outreach is inclusive, locally relevant, and backed by adequate 
funding. Funding sustainability was a recurring concern in work group comments, with some 
participants urging that new investments come from stable, dedicated sources and not at the expense 
of other wildfire management priorities. Key recommendations include: 

1. Expand DNR’s Community Resilience program implementation to support additional statewide 
and locally coordinated campaigns to drive community engagement and enhance the use of 
nationally recognized, science-based wildfire mitigation standards. 

Washington Wildfire Mitigation and Resiliency Standards Work Group. December 1, 2025 2 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary/?BillNumber=1539&Year=2025&Initiative=false


  

  
   

 
  

   
  

 
  

 

   
 

     
 

   

      
 

 

 
  

   
  

 
   

   
 

 
   

   
 

    
    

      

 
   

 
 

 
   

  
  

2. Return full funding to the community resilience investments portion of the wildfire response, 
forest restoration, and community resilience account (HB 1168, 2021 session). 

3. Increase the funding to support community mitigation efforts from the community resilience 
investments program. 

4. Build on existing efforts and establish a formal policy framework that incentivizes and sustains 
local-level wildfire risk mitigation coordinating groups. 

(c) Data sharing between state agencies and the insurance industry to address wildfire mitigation 
gaps and best practices 

The work group broadly agreed that improved coordination and sharing of wildfire hazard, risk, and 
mitigation data among state agencies, local entities, and the insurance industry are essential to better 
understand wildfire risk and mitigation efforts. There is a significant information gap for completed or 
ongoing mitigation efforts at the parcel and community levels, which limits the ability of insurers, 
agencies, and local partners to fully recognize mitigation progress. Key recommendations include: 

1. Develop a policy framework directing cross-agency coordination of wildfire hazard and risk 
mitigation data sharing through the Natural Hazards Data Portal at WaTech with linkages to 
other existing systems where appropriate. The framework should include access for local 
governing bodies, fire agencies, and similar local entities to view and contribute relevant wildfire 
data. 

2. Explore contracting with an existing entity with expertise in hazard and risk analytics to provide 
state agencies, local governing bodies like fire districts, and Washington state residents with 
accurate and up to date wildfire hazard and risk assessments at the parcel level. The goal is to 
improve the consistency and accuracy of data used by public agencies and residents. Such 
partnerships should align with DNR’s ongoing ESB 6120 wildfire hazard and risk mapping work 
and complement, rather than duplicate, private-sector risk modeling tools currently in use by 
insurers. 

3. Direct relevant agencies to develop a policy framework that would establish an information 
repository where property owners, state agencies, local governing bodies like fire districts, and 
communities can provide up-to-date wildfire risk mitigation efforts to increase understanding of 
completed mitigation activities. This work should leverage existing state and federal data 
tracking systems where appropriate, incorporate privacy protections, and consider linkages with 
regional or national initiatives, such as the Wildland-Urban Interface (WUI) Data Commons. 

(d) Improving consumer transparency related to wildfire hazard and risk 

The work group found shared interest in improving transparency but diverged on specific mechanisms 
and approaches. Many in the work group acknowledged that current reporting and disclosure practices 
by some in the insurance industry do not provide a clear picture of how wildfire risk affects the 
residential insurance market and that greater transparency could help both the state and consumers 
make more informed decisions, encourage risk-reduction activities, and promote market stability. 
Participants differed in their views on how transparency should be operationalized and at what level it 
provides meaningful value. The report further describes the divergent perspectives that informed these 
recommendations and considerations: 
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1. Internal tracking of wildfire-related nonrenewals and cancellations: The Legislature should 
consider requiring insurers to internally record instances in which wildfire risk materially 
contributes to a policy nonrenewal, cancellation, or eligibility determination. This information 
should be available to regulators and policymakers upon request. Tracking methods should 
account for cases where wildfire risk is one of several underwriting factors and should avoid 
duplicative reporting or unnecessary administrative burdens where possible. 

2. Targeted disclosure of wildfire risk scores when used: When an insurer uses a wildfire risk 
score, or risk assessment, in determining eligibility or pricing, the Legislature should consider 
requiring that the consumer receive the score and an explanation when wildfire risk contributes 
to a nonrenewal, cancellation, or significant premium increase. Disclosure should be clear, 
standardized, and accompanied by information about mitigation practices and resources. 

3. Consumer education and mitigation guidance: To ensure that transparency efforts lead to 
actionable understanding and empower consumers to reduce risk, the Legislature should 
support the development of consumer education and outreach programs and materials that 
explain wildfire risk assessment methods and connect homeowners with available mitigation 
funding or technical assistance programs. Education and outreach may be coordinated with 
other state wildfire resilience initiatives and grant programs where appropriate. 

(e) Establishing a grant program to help residential properties resist wildfire loss 

The work group expressed strong consensus on the need for a voluntary state-supported grant 
program to assist homeowners in retrofitting properties to improve access to insurance and resist 
wildfire loss. Members agreed that measurable, science-based wildfire mitigation practices supported 
by public investment would be critical to reducing wildfire-related insurance nonrenewals and 
cancellations in Washington’s residential market. There is strong support for a voluntary grant program 
with eligibility based on achieving Insurance Institute for Business & Home Safety (IBHS) Wildfire 
Prepared Home standards. IBHS standards are science-based, voluntary, and are recognized by the 
insurance industry, supporting the objective of reducing nonrenewals and cancellations of residential 
property insurance. 

The work group recommends that the Legislature establish a voluntary grant program for Washington 
homeowners to retrofit homes to reduce the number of nonrenewals and cancellations in the 
residential markets, using the Insurance Institute for Business & Home Safety (IBHS) Wildfire Prepared 
Home standards as the eligibility framework. The program’s objectives would include: 

• Apply to retrofits of existing structures, not new construction. 
• Reduce the number of nonrenewals and cancellations of residential property insurance due to 

wildfire risk. 
• Prioritize projects in areas with high wildfire hazard, limited insurance access, and historically 

underserved populations. 
• Balance scientific rigor, cost-effectiveness, and equitable access. 
• Promote measurable wildfire risk reduction across communities statewide. 
• Track risk reduction outcomes and insurance market impacts over time. 

Overall, the work group’s recommendations emphasize science-based mitigation, strong community 
investment, better data coordination, improved consumer understanding, and direct support for 
homeowners. 
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About the Washington Wildfire 
Mitigation and Resiliency Standards 
Work Group 
This work group was established by Substitute House Bill 1539 from the 2025 legislative session to 
study and provide recommendations on wildfire mitigation and resiliency standards. Co-chaired by 
Insurance Commissioner Patty Kuderer and Commissioner of Public Lands Dave Upthegrove, work 
group members included representatives from the property and casualty insurance industry and a 
representative each from the Insurance Institute for Business and Home Safety (IBHS), local emergency 
management, the Washington Fire Chiefs, small-forest landowners, rural landowners, the real estate 
industry, consumer-owned electric utilities, and investor-owned electric utilities. Ex-officio members 
included members from each of the two largest caucuses of the House of Representatives and the 
Senate. Additional participants were invited for their diverse expertise and perspectives. 

During the preliminary meetings, the work group received briefings from experts on: the benefits of 
mitigation and an introduction to Insurance Institute for Business & Home Safety wildfire mitigation 
science; DNR’s efforts at the community level; wildfire risk scores as used by the insurance industry; data 
sharing with state agencies and wildfire risk assessment; and developing a wildfire mitigation grant 
program for residential properties. Additional ad-hoc presentations came from work group members 
and other participants. Feedback was gathered through surveys after each meeting, and facilitated 
discussions helped assess member alignment and considerations around recommendations. 

Purpose of work group 

Per SHB 1539: The work group shall study and develop recommendations for the following: 
(a)(i) Coordinating the department of natural resources' existing wildfire property mitigation 

standards, or development of standards, with nationally recognized, science-based, wildfire mitigation 
standards, and (ii) aligning state wildfire property mitigation standards with nationally recognized, 
science-based, wildfire mitigation standards; 

(b) Enhancing wildfire mitigation at the community level; 
(c) Sharing of relevant data between appropriate state agencies and the insurance industry with 

respect to successful implementation of existing wildfire mitigation efforts, including the identification of 
gaps in existing wildfire mitigation that may be addressed through (a)(i) of this subsection (3) and wildfire 
risk assessment tools, which must include coordination with the department of health regarding its 
environmental health disparities map; 
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(d) Improving transparency for consumers regarding wildfire hazard and risk, including through 
disclosures to policyholders for insurance policy nonrenewals primarily related to wildfire risk, with the 
intent of increasing the availability of insurance, decreasing nonrenewals, and enhancing market stability 
that is informed by industry and consumer data; and 

(e) Establishing a grant program to provide grants to Washington homeowners for purposes 
including, but not limited to, retrofitting residential property to resist loss due to wildfire and evaluating 
whether residential property meets nationally recognized, science-based, wildfire mitigation standards. 
The work group must include recommendations for: 

(i) A grant program framework that will promote a decrease in the number of nonrenewals of 
consumer general casualty insurance or property insurance policies; and 

(ii) Whether and how local fire protection districts may collaborate with the grant program 
administrator. 

Co-Chair Patty Kuderer, Insurance Commissioner 

Wildfire risk is one of the fastest-growing threats to homes in our state, both in terms of physical 
danger and potential financial loss. 

Our Wildfire Mitigation and Resiliency Standards Work Group explored options to address both of 
those concerns. We can build more resilient communities and mitigate the physical threat of wildfires, 
and we can maintain the availability of home insurance to provide financial protection for the homes 
most at risk of wildfires. 

Over the course of eight meetings, our work group heard from more than 20 experts and received full 
participation and substantial feedback from each of its members. I appreciate the hard work by my staff, 
Commissioner Upthegrove’s staff, and the members of the firefighting community and insurance 
industry who helped make these meetings a productive exchange of ideas. 

With the help of our state Legislature, we can make our fire-threatened communities safer and maintain 
reasonable options for insuring them. 

Co-Chair Dave Upthegrove, Commissioner of Public Lands 

The increasing severity and frequency of wildfires threatens lives, homes, infrastructure, and economic 
vitality. Restoring the budget cuts and fully funding the Department of Natural Resources’ (DNR) 
Wildfire Response, Forest Restoration, and Community Resilience Account is critical to adequately 
prepare for, prevent, and respond to wildfires. This funding will ensure the work to build community 
resilience, protect our environment and economy, reduce hazardous fuels and restore forest health, can 
continue, while ensuring our suppression resources can act quickly to keep small fires from becoming 
large catastrophic wildfires. 

Additionally, homeowners need support in taking preventative measures to protect their home and 
property against wildfire. The IBHS Wildfire Prepared Home Standard can help align various community 
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resilience efforts which are already closely aligned, leading to more consistent implementation 
statewide. 

I appreciate Commissioner Kuderer’s leadership, the support from OIC staff, and the robust 
engagement from members of the work group with this effort. While the work group has been 
extremely valuable, more collaboration is needed. 

DNR looks forward to continuing to work with the OIC and the State Fire Marshal’s Office in a joint 
venture, to explore how a property mitigation standard for the insurability of homes could work in 
Washington. We hope the legislature will support this effort. 

DNRs strategic approach toward fostering community resilience, restoring forest health, and investing 
in wildfire suppression and early detection resources shows that proactive, science-based strategies are 
effective. We will continue to provide leadership in support of this ongoing work and we look forward 
to partnering with the legislature to achieve our goals. 

Work group members 

Name Title Organization 

Co-Chair Patty 
Kuderer Commissioner Office of the Insurance Commissioner 

Co-Chair Dave 
Upthegrove Commissioner Department of Natural Resources 

Bryon Welch Deputy Commissioner Office of the Insurance Commissioner 
Designee 

Robyn Whitney Strategic Advisor to the State 
Forester Department of Natural Resources Designee 

Michael Newman General Counsel Insurance Institute for Business & Home 
Safety 

Steve Brooks Executive Director Washington Fire Chiefs 

Brian Allen Chief Risk Officer Grange Insurance Association, Insurance 
Industry 

Kenton Brine President Northwest Insurance Council, Insurance 
Industry 

Shannon Marbet Director AAA Washington, Insurance Industry 

Coron Polley Agency Partner The VIP Agency Chelan, LLC, Insurance 
Industry 

Chandra Fox Deputy Director Spokane County Emergency Management 

Tony Craven Member Washington Farm Forestry Association, Small 
Forest Landowner 

Angela Bishop Owner Bishop Design PLLC, Washington Rural 
Landowner 
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Name Title Organization 

Ron Gibbs Insurance and Risk 
Management Manager 

Chelan County Public Utility District, Public 
Owned Utility 

Vern Malensky Director of Electrical 
Engineering 

Avista Corporation, Investor-Owned Utility 
Representative 

Mary Hull-Drury Government Affairs Director Washington REALTORS®, Real Estate 
Industry 

Work group ex-officio members 

Name Title Organization 

Shelly Short Senator Senate Republican member 
Andrew Engell Representative House Republican member 
Rebecca Saldaña Senator Senate Democratic member 
Kristine Reeves Representative House Democratic member 

Additional participants to the work group added for their expertise and perspectives 

Name Title Organization 

JulieAnna Anastassatos Vice President of Wildfire Verisk Underwriting Solutions 
Korrie Bourn Agency Principal The VIP Agency Winthrop 

Jennifer Coe 
Forest Health & 
Community Wildfire 
Resilience Coordinator 

Washington State Conservation 
Commission 

Tim Cook State Hazard Mitigation 
Officer 

Washington Military Department, 
Emergency Management Division 

Lance Dahl Deputy Fire Chief City of Spokane, Washington State 
Association of Fire Marshals 

Michael DeLong Research and Advocacy 
Associate Consumer Federation of America 

Mark Donnell Fire Commissioner Chelan Fire & Rescue, Washington Fire 
Commissioners Association 

Angela Doss Senior Director State 
Government Relations Nationwide Insurance 

Melissa Gannie Assistant State Fire 
Marshal State Fire Marshal Office 

Johnathan Goldsmith Deputy Building Official City of Spokane, Washington Association 
of Building Officials 
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Name Title Organization 

Steve Hawks Senior Director for Wildfire Insurance Institute for Business & Home 
Safety 

Jon Hedegard Legislative and Regulatory 
Counsel Allstate Insurance 

Elizabeth King 
Energy Resilience & 
Emergency Management 
Director 

Department of Commerce 

Hilary Lundgren Program Officer Resources Legacy Fund, Non-
Governmental Organization 

Kurt Morgan AVP & Chief Risk Officer Capital Insurance Group 
Tim Onken P&C Analyst State Farm Insurance 
Reggie Peone Jr. Emergency Manager Spokane Tribe of Indians 

Patrick Tonasket Colville Business Council 
Committee Chair 

Confederated Tribes of the Colville 
Reservation 

Blake Rowland 
Property Product Manager 
and Wildfire risk 
management lead 

Progressive Insurance 

Brent Schmitten President Mitchell, Reed, & Schmitten Insurance, 
Inc 

Mark Sektan Vice President American Property Casualty Insurance 
Association 

Andrea Smiley Legislative Director Building Industry Association of 
Washington 

Melanie Thurlow Senior Public Affairs 
Officer Liberty Mutual Insurance 

Summary of work group meetings 

July 1, 2025 meeting 
• Topic: Benefits of mitigation and introduction to Insurance Institute for Business & Home 

Safety wildfire mitigation science 
o Dr. Lars Powell, Director, Center for Risk and Insurance Research, Culverhouse College of 

Business, University of Alabama 
o Steve Hawks, Senior Director for Wildfire, Insurance Institute for Business & Home Safety 

• Dr. Lars Powell presentation 
• Steve Hawks presentation 
• Stream the July 1 meeting on TVW 
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July 8, 2025 meeting 
• Topic: Addressing Department of Natural Resources' existing wildfire property mitigation 

standards and additional wildfire mitigation efforts at the community level 
o Guy Gifford, Assistant Division Manager, Community Resilience Program, Department of 

Natural Resource 
o Megan Fitzgerald, McGowan- Program Manager, Firewise USA, National Fire Protection 

Association 
o Keegan Fengler, Program Manager, Washington Fire Adapted Communities 
o Reese Lolley, Strategy and Partnerships Director, Washington Resource Conservation and 

Development Council 
• Keegan Fengler and Reese Lolley presentation 
• Megan Fitzgerald presentation 
• Guy Gifford presentation 
• Stream the July 8 meeting on TVW 

July 15, 2025 meeting 
• Topic: Wildfire risk scores as used by the insurance industry 

o Karen Collins, Vice President, Property & Environment, American Property Casualty 
Insurance Association 

o JulieAnna Anastassatos, Vice President, Wildfire, Verisk 
o Firas Saleh, Director of Product Management, Moody’s RMS 
o Bryan Rehor, Director of Regulatory Affairs, Zesty.ai 

• Karen Collins presentation 
• Bryan Rehor presentation 
• Stream the July 15 meeting on TVW 

July 22, 2025 meeting 
• Topic: Data sharing with state agencies and wildfire risk assessment 

o Steve Brooks, Executive Director, Washington Fire Chiefs 
o Joanne Pearson, State Geographic Information Officer, Washington Technology Solutions 
o Matthew Dehr, Lead Wildfire Meteorologist, Department of Natural Resources 
o Shelby Flanagan and Michelle Fredrickson, Spatial Epidemiologists, Department of 

Health 
o Frank Frievalt, Director, Wildland-Urban Interface FIRE Institute, California Polytechnic 

State University- San Luis Obispo 
• Joanne Pearson presentation 
• Frank Frievalt presentation 
• Shelby Flanagan presentation 
• Matthew Dehr presentation 
• Stream the July 22 meeting on TVW 

July 29, 2025 meeting 
• Topic: Developing a wildfire mitigation grant program for residential properties 

o Steve Crowder, Mayor of Paradise, California 
o Kimiko Barrett, Sr. Wildfire Research & Policy, Headwaters Economics 
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o Chief Frank Bigelow, Deputy Director, Community Wildfire & Preparedness & Mitigation, 
CAL FIRE 

o Brian Powell, Catastrophe Risk Resilience Specialist, Center for Insurance Policy and 
Research 

• Chief Frank Bigelow presentation 
• Kimiko Barrett presentation 
• Stream the July 29 meeting on TVW 

August 5, 2025 meeting 
• Topic: Work group discussion 
• Speakers 

o Dr. Jacob Gellman, Assistant Professor Department of Applied Economics, Oregon State 
University 

• Dr. Jacob Gellman presentation 
• Chat from August 5 meeting 
• Stream the August 5 meeting on TVW 

August 19, 2025 meeting 
• Topic: Work group discussion 
• Loren Torgerson presentation 
• Kenton Brine and Karen Collins presentation 
• Stream the August 19 meeting on TVW 

Post-meeting questions 
• Summary of questions submitted to presenters. 

October 20, 2025 meeting 
• Topic: To discuss required recommendations and report. 
• October 20 meeting materials 
• Stream the October 20 meeting on TVW 
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https://www.insurance.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-10/wildfire-wg-oct20-forte.pdf
https://tvw.org/video/wildfire-mitigation-and-resiliency-standards-work-group-2025101133/?eventID=2025101133


 

 
    

 
 

  
 

 
 

       

 
   

  
 

    
   

   

  

 
  

  
 

  
 

     
  

   
    

 
   

 
    
     

   

Recommendations 
(a) Coordinating and aligning state and Department of Natural 
Resources wildfire property mitigation standards with nationally 
recognized, science-based wildfire mitigation standards 

Legislative text: (a)(i) Coordinating the department of natural resources' existing wildfire property 
mitigation standards, or development of standards, with nationally recognized, science-based, wildfire 
mitigation standards, and (ii) aligning state wildfire property mitigation standards with nationally 
recognized, science-based, wildfire mitigation standards; 

Work group results: More time needed to develop a recommendation 

Summary: 
The work group worked diligently over the summer and fall of 2025 to complete their charge; however, 
there was not enough time to develop complete recommendations on some elements before the 
December 1 report deadline. These issues are important and members strongly support continued 
discussion to reach consensus on this work. The members recommend reconstituting the group, which 
is currently set to end this year, to be led by the State Fire Marshal’s Office (SFMO) with support from 
OIC and DNR. Given resource constraints at the SFMO, additional funding and resources may be 
necessary for the second phase of this work group to be successful. There was broad consensus that 
standards development must be collaborative and inclusive. In the meantime, this report will summarize 
the work group discussions and recommendations to date. 

Recommendation: 
The work group recommends reconstituting the group to continue their work, to be led by the SFMO in 
the next phase, with support from OIC and DNR. Members urge the Legislature to provide adequate 
funding and staff resources to ensure meaningful progress. 

• Strong consensus (30 yes, 2 no, 32 total votes) to reconstitute the work group and continue the 
discussion on a standard for wildfire property mitigation standards; and 

• Strong consensus (26 yes, 2 no, 28 total votes) to have the SFMO lead the next phase of 
discussion with support from OIC and DNR 

Overview of work group discussions: 
Multiple national frameworks and programs were reviewed — including the Insurance Institute for 
Business & Home Safety (IBHS) Wildfire Prepared Home program, the International Wildland-Urban 
Interface (IWUI) Code, and community-based recognition programs such as Firewise USA. Though 
members did not reach consensus on whether the state should adopt a single, comprehensive 
mitigation standard or multiple standards tailored to specific use cases (e.g. insurance availability; 
community protection; wildland urban interface (WUI) guidance; environmental regulation and building 
codes, etc.); there was strong agreement amongst work group members (22 yes, 7 no, 29 total votes) 
that for insurance purposes, IBHS Wildfire Prepared Home standards should be used. 

Washington Wildfire Mitigation and Resiliency Standards Work Group. December 1, 2025 14 

https://wildfireprepared.org/about/
https://wildfireprepared.org/about/
https://www.iccsafe.org/products-and-services/wildland-urban-interface-code/
https://www.iccsafe.org/products-and-services/wildland-urban-interface-code/
https://www.nfpa.org/education-and-research/wildfire/firewise-usa


 

   
 

  
  

   

  

 
   

  
  

   
    

  

    

   
  

  
  

  
 

    
  

  

 
  

 
  

 
 

  

  
 

 
  

  
  

    
    

Some members favored a single standard for simplicity and consumer clarity; others emphasized that 
Washington’s geographic and risk diversity necessitates multiple standards or flexible frameworks. 
Some participants cautioned that vegetation management guidance in some national standards may 
not fully reflect Washington’s ecological conditions or regional fuel types. These members emphasized 
the importance of regional adaptability and locally-informed implementation. Several participants also 
noted ambiguity in legislative language regarding whether ‘property’ refers solely to structures, the 
immediate home ignition zone, or broader vegetation management areas. 

Note: As of October 2025, the Community Wildfire Planning Center published a comparative analysis to 
inform community wildfire risk reduction in Washington, titled WUI Mitigation Codes, Standards, 
Programs, and Guidance. Of note, page 37 summarizes key findings from their comparative analyses: (1) 
comparison of model WUI codes and standards with Washington State requirements; (2) comparison of 
national and state voluntary WUI mitigation programs; and (3) comparison of national WUI mitigation 
guidance for homes and communities. This report was posted on the work group website and may help 
inform phase two of the reconstituted work group. 

Key questions explored by the work group include: 

• Should the state attempt to develop and adopt a single wildfire property risk mitigation standard 
that is applicable for all uses? If yes, which standard? 

• Should the state attempt to develop and adopt multiple wildfire risk mitigation standards that are 
applicable to various individual use cases? 

Support a Single Standard: Some members expressed support for developing a single statewide, 
science-based mitigation standard, noting that a single standard could provide clear guidance for 
property owners, insurers, and local jurisdictions, potentially improving wildfire risk mitigation across 
the built environment. However, no single standard was identified and agreed upon during work group 
deliberations. 

Oppose a Single Standard: Some members emphasized that a single, prescriptive standard is 
impractical, citing: geological and ecological diversity across Washington, including variations in wildfire 
risk, vegetation, and climate; cost and affordability concerns, as some mitigation requirements may be 
prohibitively expensive for homeowners; and the dynamic nature of wildfire science and technology, 
which requires standards to be regularly updated and adaptable to local conditions. These members 
found that mitigation efforts are better pursued through guidance, incentives, and regionally tailored 
standards rather than a one-size-fits-all approach. 

Neutral: Some members expressed a neutral stance, noting that while a single standard might offer 
some benefits, it must: be flexible enough to account for regional differences and building types; 
include coordination between state and local jurisdictions, ensuring alignment with local fire districts’ 
authority; and focus on property-level mitigation and insurance availability rather than attempting to 
cover all wildland or structural fire scenarios. Neutral members highlighted the importance of continued 
study, possible pilot programs, and stakeholder engagement before adopting any statewide standard. 

• Should the development of property (structure) and community mitigation standards fall within 
the appropriate government entities who respond to fires in the built environment? 
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The work group noted that no single agency should independently develop wildfire property or 
community mitigation standards. Instead, members favored a collaborative, multi-entity approach that 
brings together those with operational responsibility for fires in the built environment, those managing 
wildland fires, and key technical and community interested parties. Work group members noted that 
development of property and community mitigation standards should align with entities that have 
statutory authority over the built environment — primarily local fire districts and municipal fire 
authorities. A minority of participants noted that while DNR can provide guidance on wildfire risk, the 
enforcement, applicability, and operational response in communities remain the responsibility of local 
fire authorities. 

Participants agreed that the SFMO is the appropriate lead for future work, given its statutory role in the 
built environment and its partnerships with fire service organizations, code officials, and local fire 
districts. The group approved a joint supporting model with the SFMO leading, with support from 
DNR’s wildland fire experts and input from the OIC on how mitigation standards could improve 
insurance availability. There was broad consensus that standards development must be collaborative. 

Additional Context and Jurisdiction: 
The Legislature directed the work group in (a)(i) to evaluate how Washington’s wildfire property 
mitigation standards — particularly DNR’s — can be coordinated or aligned with nationally recognized, 
science-based standards. DNR clarified that its Community Resilience programs promote nationally 
recognized standards and programs — including Firewise USA sites as a reinforcing effort to the IBHS 
Wildfire Prepared Home designation — to support communities and homeowners through outreach 
and education, planning support, and grants. However, under RCW 76.04.005, DNR’s jurisdiction covers 
wildland fire protection on “department-protected lands” — approximately 13 million acres of 
undeveloped non-federal forestland. DNR’s fire response authority ends where wildland/undeveloped 
areas meet the built environment; local fire districts, with the support of the SFMO, hold jurisdiction 
over structural fires and have the expertise for developing mitigation standards for the built 
environment. 

(b) Enhancing wildfire mitigation at the community level 

Legislative text: (b) Enhancing wildfire mitigation at the community level; 

Work group results: Strong consensus 

Summary: 
The work group finds that effective wildfire mitigation must occur at multiple, interconnected levels: 
landscape, community, and individual. Community-level mitigation represents the foundational layer of 
wildfire resilience and plays a critical role in reducing overall wildfire risk, supporting public safety, and 
stabilizing the insurance market over time. Members emphasized that coordination, sustainable 
funding, and consistency in standards are key to long-term success. Minor concerns primarily centered 
on funding mechanisms, implementation details, and ensuring flexibility for private partners. The work 
group agreed that enhancing wildfire mitigation at the community level is a necessary, cost-effective, 
and achievable component of Washington’s wildfire resilience strategy. 
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Recommendations: 
1. Expand DNR’s Community Resilience program implementation to support additional statewide 

and locally coordinated campaigns to drive community engagement and enhance the use of 
nationally recognized, science-based wildfire mitigation standards. 

2. Return full funding to the community resilience investments portion of the wildfire response, 
forest restoration, and community resilience account (HB 1168, 2021 session). 

3. Increase the funding to support community mitigation efforts from the community resilience 
investments program. 

4. Build on existing efforts and establish a formal policy framework that incentivizes and sustains 
local-level wildfire risk mitigation coordinating groups. 

Overview of work group discussions: 
Several strategies were discussed to enhance wildfire mitigation at the community level, including 
expanding public engagement programs, restoring and increasing dedicated funding, and 
strengthening local coordination mechanisms. Work group participants learned about local-level 
community coordinating groups that are in the field, engaging with high-risk wildfire communities. 
There was strong agreement to recommend creating a formal policy framework that incentivizes and 
sustains these types of groups. Across these areas, the work group discussions underscored the need 
for sustainable investment, consistent implementation standards, and inclusive partnerships with state 
and local governments, conservation districts, and community organizations. 

Caveats and minority opinions: 
While there was broad support for expansion, several members cautioned that existing programs 
should be adapted rather than simply scaled up, ensuring that outreach is inclusive, locally relevant, and 
backed by adequate funding. A few participants offered cautions for consideration: 

• Funding sustainability was a recurring concern in work group comments, with some participants 
urging that new investments come from stable, dedicated sources and not at the expense of 
other wildfire management priorities. 

• Several members stressed the need to adapt existing programs rather than replicate and fund 
them without modification, ensuring that local needs and resource limitations are addressed. 

• An insurance industry representative emphasized that community engagement and mitigation, 
while valuable, do not eliminate wildfire risk and that insurers require underwriting flexibility to 
manage their concentration of risk, protecting against carrier insolvency in the long-term. 

• A few members emphasized focusing on improving existing wildfire mitigation frameworks 
before creating new programs. 

Overall, members agreed that expansion and adaptation of DNR’s Community Resilience program 
implementation under a single lead agency, with coordinated messaging and partnership structures, 
would provide a clear and effective framework for community engagement statewide. 

(c) Data sharing between state agencies and the insurance industry 
to address wildfire mitigation gaps and best practices 

Legislative text: (c) Sharing of relevant data between appropriate state agencies and the insurance 
industry with respect to successful implementation of existing wildfire mitigation efforts, including the 
identification of gaps in existing wildfire mitigation that may be addressed through (a)(i) of this subsection 
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(3) and wildfire risk assessment tools, which must include coordination with the department of health 
regarding its environmental health disparities map; 

Work group results: General areas of consensus with caveats 

Summary: 
The work group broadly agreed that improved coordination and sharing of wildfire hazard, risk, and 
mitigation data among state agencies, local entities, and the insurance industry are essential to better 
understand wildfire risk and mitigation efforts. Members expressed interest in leveraging the state’s 
existing Natural Hazards Data Portal as a possible central platform for cross-agency data sharing and 
coordination, with the caveat that local governing bodies doing mitigation work be able to access the 
system. The work group agreed that a significant information gap exists regarding completed or 
ongoing mitigation efforts at the parcel and community levels, which limits the ability of insurers, 
agencies, and local partners to fully recognize mitigation progress. While the group supported further 
exploration of data partnerships and repository development, members emphasized the importance of 
protecting privacy, avoiding duplication of existing data systems, and ensuring that any new framework 
complements rather than replaces ongoing efforts. 

Recommendations: 
1. Develop a policy framework directing cross-agency coordination of wildfire hazard and risk 

mitigation data sharing through the Natural Hazards Data Portal at WaTech with linkages to 
other existing systems where appropriate. The framework should include access for local 
governing bodies, fire agencies, and similar local entities to view and contribute relevant wildfire 
data. 

2. Explore contracting with an existing entity with expertise in hazard and risk analytics to provide 
state agencies, local governing bodies like fire districts, and Washington state residents with 
accurate and up to date wildfire hazard and risk assessments at the parcel level. The goal would 
be to improve the consistency and accuracy of data used by public agencies and residents. Such 
partnerships should align with DNR’s ongoing ESB 6120 wildfire hazard and risk mapping work 
and complement, rather than duplicate, private-sector risk modeling tools currently in use by 
insurers. 

3. Direct relevant agencies to develop a policy framework that would establish an information 
repository where property owners, state agencies, local governing bodies like fire districts, and 
communities can provide up-to-date wildfire risk mitigation efforts to increase understanding of 
completed mitigation activities. This work should leverage existing state and federal data 
tracking systems where appropriate, incorporate privacy protections, and consider linkages with 
regional or national initiatives, such as the Wildland-Urban Interface (WUI) Data Commons. 

Overview of work group discussions: 
Work group participants expressed support for expanding data sharing across agencies and creating 
opportunities for local and regional partners to access and use wildfire data. Several noted that the 
Natural Hazards Data Portal could serve as a central hub if designed to link with existing agency 
systems and national efforts. There was also strong sentiment that local users such as fire agencies, 
governing bodies, or similar organizations need a clear access point to the state’s wildfire data 
resources. 
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Participants emphasized that several state data systems already exist — managed by agencies such as 
DNR, DOH, and WaTech — but that they generally operate independently, making it difficult to achieve 
a comprehensive view of wildfire hazard, exposure, and progress in mitigation. There was a shared 
belief that providing this access to local entities such as fire agencies, emergency managers, and 
community resilience organizations would strengthen mitigation planning, resource allocation, and 
insurance-related risk understanding. The group also recommended replacing the term “local fire 
districts” with broader language such as “local governing bodies” or “fire agencies or similar entities” to 
ensure inclusivity across different local structures and capacities. This language change has been 
reflected in the recommendations. 

On the question of whether the state should contract with an external entity to provide wildfire hazard 
and risk analytics, opinions were mixed but generally leaned positive. Few participants opposed the 
concept outright, but several expressed caution that any state-contracted model must not interfere with 
or replace private-sector risk tools already used by insurers. Many members felt the state could play a 
useful role by aggregating or harmonizing data from multiple sources, provided coordination occurs 
with the DNR’s Engrossed Senate Bill 6120 (2024 session) wildfire hazard and risk mapping work to 
avoid duplication. 

The group also identified a major information gap: there is currently no centralized place to track, or 
share completed wildfire mitigation activities, whether carried out by individual property owners, 
communities, or agencies. Without a central repository or linked system, many of these efforts are not 
visible to insurers or decision-makers. Members agreed that this gap limits the ability to demonstrate 
progress and incentivize ongoing mitigation. However, they noted that any new repository must include 
strong privacy protections and clear governance over how data is collected, verified, and shared. Some 
participants referenced emerging regional efforts such as California’s WUI Data Commons as examples 
of how Washington could collaborate on development rather than start from scratch. 

Caveats and minority opinions: 
While there was general alignment, a few minority viewpoints within the group expressed concern that 
the Natural Hazards Data Portal may not be the most appropriate venue for wildfire-specific data 
sharing, suggesting the SFMO could instead serve as the coordinating body. Others questioned 
whether the state contracting for parcel-level risk data might create confusion or conflict with private 
models and recommended limiting such data to public or educational uses only. A small number of 
participants were uncertain about the state’s role in collecting mitigation data, suggesting that further 
study be conducted before pursuing any repository concept. They also noted that any new repository 
must include strong privacy protections and clear governance on how data is collected, verified, and 
shared. The following caveats are offered for consideration: 

• Avoid duplication of existing agency systems (e.g., DNR’s forest health tracking databases and 
ESB 6120 implementation) and focus on linking and standardizing data. 

• Privacy and opt-out provisions for property owners should be built into any data-sharing or 
mitigation tracking systems. 

• Clear governance and privacy safeguards are needed to prevent misuse or politicization of 
wildfire risk data. 

• Coordination with national and regional efforts (e.g., WUI Data Commons) can help reduce 
redundancy and promote consistency. 
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• Private-sector flexibility in risk modeling should be preserved to maintain innovation and 
consumer choice in the insurance market. 

Overall, participants expressed optimism that improved coordination, transparency, and alignment 
between public and private data systems can help Washington strengthen its wildfire resilience and 
mitigation efforts. The prevailing view was that the state should focus on facilitating interoperability and 
consistency rather than building redundant systems and ensure that privacy and data governance 
remain central to any implementation. 

(d) Improving consumer transparency related to wildfire hazard 
and risk 

Legislative text: (d) Improving transparency for consumers regarding wildfire hazard and risk, including 
through disclosures to policyholders for insurance policy nonrenewals primarily related to wildfire risk, 
with the intent of increasing the availability of insurance, decreasing nonrenewals, and enhancing market 
stability that is informed by industry and consumer data; and 

Work group results: Some areas of alignment but divergent perspectives 
across participants 

Summary: 
The work group’s discussions reflected broad support for improving transparency and data availability 
as it relates to wildfire risk assessments and the availability of insurance, while also noting important 
nuances and divergent opinions about how to achieve those goals without imposing unintended costs 
or confusion. Many in the group acknowledged that current reporting and disclosure practices by some 
in the insurance industry do not provide a clear picture of how wildfire risk affects the residential 
insurance market and that greater transparency could help both the state and consumers make more 
informed decisions, encourage risk-reduction activities, and promote market stability. 

Work group members generally agreed that policymakers and consumers need better, more consistent 
information on how wildfire risk influences insurance availability, affordability, and nonrenewals. Non-
industry participants favored disclosure to improve transparency and empower property owners to 
understand and mitigate their risk. Industry participants raised concerns about inconsistency among 
scoring models, lack of consumer comprehension, and the potential for disclosure to increase confusion 
or costs. There was discussion that if disclosures are required, they should be targeted to situations 
where wildfire risk materially affects a consumer’s coverage or cost and be paired with explanatory or 
educational materials. 

Recommendations: 
1. Internal tracking of wildfire-related nonrenewals and cancellations: The Legislature should 

consider requiring insurers to internally record instances in which wildfire risk materially 
contributes to a policy nonrenewal, cancellation, or eligibility determination. This information 
should be available to regulators and policymakers upon request. Tracking methods should 
account for cases where wildfire risk is one of several underwriting factors and should avoid 
duplicative reporting or unnecessary administrative burdens where possible. 
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2. Targeted disclosure of wildfire risk scores when used: When an insurer uses a wildfire risk 
score, or risk assessment, in determining eligibility or pricing, the Legislature should consider 
requiring that the consumer receive the score and an explanation when wildfire risk contributes 
to a nonrenewal, cancellation, or significant premium increase. Disclosure should be clear, 
standardized, and accompanied by information about mitigation practices and resources. 

3. Consumer education and mitigation guidance: To ensure that transparency efforts lead to 
actionable understanding and empower consumers to reduce risk, the Legislature should 
support the development of consumer education and outreach programs and materials that 
explain wildfire risk assessment methods and connect homeowners with available mitigation 
funding or technical assistance programs. Education and outreach may be coordinated with 
other state wildfire resilience initiatives and grant programs where appropriate. 

Overview of work group discussions and diverging viewpoints: 
Members learned that policymakers and consumers currently lack clear, consistent data on how wildfire 
risk affects insurance availability and affordability. Many in the group recognized that without specific 
information, particularly about the relationship between wildfire exposure and insurance nonrenewals 
and cancellations, it is difficult for regulators or policymakers to address the root causes of insurance 
instability in wildfire-prone areas. 

Participants differed in their views on how transparency should be operationalized and at what level it 
provides meaningful value. Consumer advocates and non-industry participants emphasized that lack of 
transparency is a driver of market instability, arguing that risk disclosure and tracking are essential for 
building public trust and informing long-term policy solutions. Industry participants emphasized the 
need for careful design to avoid costly or duplicative reporting mandates that may not yield actionable 
insights. 

Survey results indicated general support for requiring insurers to internally track when wildfire risk 
contributes to nonrenewals, cancellations, or eligibility determinations. Supporters viewed this as 
essential for understanding wildfire’s impact on the insurance market. Those who expressed 
reservations pointed to the complexity of attribution, since wildfire risk is one of several underwriting 
factors, and urged exploration of alternative data solutions (such as examining reinsurance market 
dynamics). 

Consumer and public interest representatives strongly supported requiring insurers to both internally 
track when wildfire risk contributes to nonrenewals, cancellations, or eligibility determinations and to 
disclose this information to consumers. They stressed that the lack of transparency limits accountability 
and inhibits both consumer mitigation and effective policymaking. Insurance industry representatives 
expressed concern that the proposed requirements may impose significant administrative costs and 
yield limited consumer benefit due to variations in how wildfire risk is modeled and applied across 
companies. Insurance representatives cautioned that wildfire risk is often one of many underwriting 
factors and that attribution for nonrenewals may not be straightforward. They noted that companies 
use a variety of proprietary models and methods to evaluate wildfire risk, so standardized disclosure 
requirements could be costly to implement and may confuse consumers without providing tangible 
benefit. They recommended that any new transparency measures undergo a cost-benefit and feasibility 
analysis, and that disclosure requirements be narrowly tailored to provide actionable, comprehensive 
information. 
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Support was more divided on whether to require insurers to disclose wildfire risk scores to consumers. 
Non-industry participants generally favored disclosure, emphasizing consumer rights to understand 
how wildfire risk affects their premiums and eligibility, and to encourage mitigation. Industry 
representatives highlighted that not all insurers use wildfire risk scores, that scoring models differ 
widely, and that disclosure could confuse consumers or inflate costs without providing meaningful or 
actionable information. Some suggested limiting disclosure to situations where a wildfire score directly 
affected a consumer’s eligibility or premium, and to couple any disclosure requirements with consumer 
education and mitigation guidance. 

Overall, despite differing views on specific mechanisms, participants showed general alignment on the 
following principles: transparency should serve a clear policy or consumer purpose, not simply for its 
own sake; information provided to consumers should be actionable, understandable, and ideally paired 
with mitigation resources or programs; and the state should continue exploring this area, possibly 
though further study or pilot projects, to refine approaches that balance consumer information needs 
with practical implementation concerns. 

(e) Establishing a grant program to help residential properties 
resist wildfire loss 

Legislative text: (e) Establishing a grant program to provide grants to Washington homeowners for 
purposes including, but not limited to, retrofitting residential property to resist loss due to wildfire and 
evaluating whether residential property meets nationally recognized, science-based, wildfire mitigation 
standards. The work group must include recommendations for: (i) A grant program framework that will 
promote a decrease in the number of nonrenewals of consumer general casualty insurance or property 
insurance policies; and (ii) Whether and how local fire protection districts may collaborate with the grant 
program administrator. 

Work group results: Strong consensus 

Summary: 
The work group expressed strong consensus on the need for a voluntary state-supported grant 
program to assist homeowners in retrofitting properties to improve access to insurance and resist 
wildfire loss. Members agreed that measurable, science-based wildfire mitigation practices supported 
by public investment would be critical to reducing wildfire-related insurance nonrenewals and 
cancellations in Washington’s residential market. There is strong support (22 yes, 7 no, 29 total) for a 
voluntary grant program with eligibility based on achieving IBHS standards while noting minority 
positions in the work group, expressing equity concerns and the need for flexible collaboration with 
local entities. IBHS standards are science-based, voluntary, and recognized by the insurance industry, 
supporting the objective of reducing residential property insurance nonrenewals and cancellations. 

Recommendation: 
Establish a voluntary grant program for Washington homeowners to retrofit homes to reduce the 
number of nonrenewals and cancellations in the residential markets, using the Insurance Institute for 
Business & Home Safety (IBHS) Wildfire Prepared Home standard as the grant program’s eligibility 
framework. 
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Grant objectives: 
- Apply to retrofits of existing structures, not new construction. 
- Reduce the number of nonrenewals and cancellations of residential property insurance due to 

wildfire risk. 
- Prioritize projects in areas with high wildfire risk, limited insurance access, and historically 

underserved populations. 
- Balance scientific rigor, cost-effectiveness, and equitable access. 
- Promote measurable wildfire risk reduction across communities statewide. 
- Track risk reduction outcomes and insurance market impacts over time. 

Collaboration with local fire protection districts (local governing bodies): 
- The grant program administrator should collaborate with local fire districts or other relevant 

local governing bodies with knowledge of community risk and mitigation needs 
- Collaboration may include sharing information, providing input on grant prioritization, and 

facilitating community outreach, without mandating that local fire districts administer grants 
directly 

- Flexibility is recommended to account for areas without traditional fire protection districts, such 
as Tribal lands or municipalities with alternate emergency services 

About IBHS Wildfire Prepared Home: 
The Insurance Institute for Business & Home Safety (IBHS) is a nonprofit organization funded by the 
insurance industry that conducts scientific research to reduce property damage and loss from severe 
weather and wildfires. At its research center, IBHS tests full-size homes against realistic conditions like 
ember storms, hail, and high winds to identify vulnerabilities and effective mitigation strategies. Their 
voluntary IBHS Wildfire Prepared Home program translates this research into actionable guidance for 
homeowners to improve wildfire resilience. According to the IBHS How To Prepare My Home Checklist, 
the program offers two levels of protection: the Base Designation, which establishes fundamental 
measures to defend against wind-driven embers, and the Plus Designation, which builds on Base 
protections with enhanced features and stricter defensible space requirements to guard against radiant 
heat and direct flame contact. 

Overview of work group discussions: 
Though there is strong support for using the IBHS Wildfire Prepared Home standard as the voluntary 
grant framework, some flexibility may be needed in program design to account for situations that may 
not fully conform to these standards. Overall, there is strong consensus for an IBHS-based eligibility 
grant program, with careful attention to cost, equity, local collaboration, and ongoing evaluation of 
both wildfire risk reduction and impacts on the insurance market. 

Regarding collaboration with fire protection districts in section (ii) of the legislation, the work group 
found that the term “local fire districts” may need to be broadened to “local governing body” or “fire 
agency” to accommodate Tribal lands, other municipalities, and areas where fire district coverage is 
limited. Collaboration is favored, but administration roles must be flexible — local entities would not 
administer grants directly, recognizing differences in local authority and capacity. 

Minority viewpoints within the work group were noted as points of further evaluation rather than 
objections to the recommendation. Concerns were raised by one member who did not want property 
owners to meet a standard for the grant, while other respondents suggested alternative frameworks, 
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such as Firewise or DNR Community Resilience programs as the benchmark. There was discussion 
around flexibility for other science-based or community-driven approaches. Cost considerations were 
also highlighted during work group deliberations, particularly for low-income homeowners, as retrofit 
costs and impacts of match requirements for grants could be prohibitive for some. Further attention is 
also needed for vegetation management standards, which may require additional research to align with 
wildfire risk reduction objectives. 

Caveats and considerations: 
The work group discussed a variety of considerations that should be noted to ensure the voluntary 
program design remains flexible, equitable, and outcome based. Some caveats and considerations 
include: 

- Vegetation management: Standards for surrounding vegetation may need further research and 
site-specific adaptation where feasible, especially for properties with unique local conditions. 

- Equity and accessibility concerns: 
o Cost of retrofits and/or grant match requirements may disproportionately affect low-

income homeowners, funding mechanisms should consider financial accessibility and 
equity. 

o Consideration is needed for homes that may not fully align with current IBHS standards 
(e.g., trailers, multi-family units). Note: The current IBHS Wildfire Prepared Home offers 
technical guidance on single-family homes, but an update to include multi-family 
dwellings (triplexes, apartments, condominiums, other multi-family type structures) is 
underway. 

- Program evaluation: The grant program should include a mechanism to evaluate effectiveness 
in reducing wildfire risk and insurance nonrenewals over time. 
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Appendix A 
Meeting surveys 

Questionnaire 1 - Initial work group survey 
• Copy of questionnaire one 
• Responses from questionnaire one 
• Summary from questionnaire one 

Questionnaire 2 - July 1 meeting 
• Copy of questionnaire two 
• Responses from questionnaire two 
• Summary from questionnaire two and July 1 meeting 

Questionnaire 3 - July 8 meeting 
• Copy of questionnaire three 
• Responses from questionnaire three 
• Summary from questionnaire three and July 8 meeting 

Questionnaire 4 - July 15 meeting 
• Copy of questionnaire four 
• Responses from questionnaire four 
• Summary from questionnaire four and July 15 meeting 

Questionnaire 5 - July 22 meeting 
• Copy of questionnaire five 
• Responses from questionnaire five 
• Summary from questionnaire five and July 22 meeting 

Questionnaire 6 - July 29 meeting 
• Copy of questionnaire six 
• Responses from questionnaire six 
• Summary from questionnaire six and July 29 meeting 

Questionnaire 7 - August 5 meeting 
• Copy of questionnaire seven 
• Responses from questionnaire seven 

Questionnaire 8 - August 19 meeting 
• Copy of questionnaire eight 
• Responses from questionnaire eight 
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https://www.insurance.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-06/2025-wildfire-wg-questionnaire.pdf
https://www.insurance.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-07/wildfire-wg-questionnaire-1-responses.xlsx
https://www.insurance.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-07/wildfire-wg-questionnaire-one-summary.pdf
https://www.insurance.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-07/2025-wildfire-wg-questionnaire-2.pdf
https://www.insurance.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-07/wildfire-wg-responses-questionnaire-2.xlsx
https://www.insurance.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-07/wildfire-wg-questionnaire-two-summary.pdf
https://www.insurance.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-07/wildfire-wg-questionnaire-3-review.pdf
https://www.insurance.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-07/wildfire-wg-questionnaire-3-responses.xlsx
https://www.insurance.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-07/wildfire-wg-questionnaire-3-summary.pdf
https://www.insurance.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-07/wildfire-wg-review-questionnaire-4.pdf
https://www.insurance.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-07/wildfire-wg-questionnaire-4-responses.xlsx
https://www.insurance.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-07/wildfire-wg-questionnaire-4-summary.pdf
https://www.insurance.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-07/wildfire-wg-review-questionnaire-5.pdf
https://www.insurance.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-07/wildfire-wg-questionnaire-5-responses.xlsx
https://www.insurance.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-07/wildfire-wg-questionnaire-5-summary.pdf
https://www.insurance.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-07/wildfire-wg-questionnaire-6-review.pdf
https://www.insurance.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-08/wildfire-wg-questionnaire-6-responses.xlsx
https://www.insurance.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-08/wildfire-wg-questionnaire-6-summary.pdf
https://www.insurance.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-08/wildfire-wg-questionnaire-7-review.pdf
https://www.insurance.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-08/wildfire-wg-questionnaire-7-responses.xlsx
https://www.insurance.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-08/wildfire-wg-questionnaire-8-review.pdf
https://www.insurance.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-08/wildfire-wg-questionnaire-8-responses.xlsx


 

 
 

   
   

Appendix B 
Recommendation survey 

• Wildfire mitigation and resiliency standards work group summary of recommendation survey 
• Responses from recommendation survey 
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https://www.insurance.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-10/wildfire-wg-survey-summary-recs.pdf
https://www.insurance.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-10/hb1539-wildfire-wg-responses.pdf


 

 
 

  
   

    
  
  

    
   
   

    
   
   

    
  
  

        
      
    

   
  
     
  

    
  

    
  

    
      

  
      
   
  
   
  
  

Appendix C 
Research, reports, and work group support information 

2025 Community Wildfire Planning Center 
• Review and Comparative Analysis of WUI Mitigation in Washington 

2025 Colorado Wildfire Resiliency Code 
• 2025 Colorado Wildfire Resiliency Code 
• Headwaters Economics Report 

Community wildfire resilience resources 
• Department of Natural Resources wildfire ready neighbors program 
• Community Wildfire Protection Plan Toolkit, Washington Fire Adapted Communities Learning 

Network 
• Washington Community Wildfire Ambassadors, WRCD and WDNR 
• Wildfire ready neighbors overview video 

International Association of Fire Chiefs 
• A fire service leader's guide 
• Wildland-Urban Interface Chief's guide 

Insurance Institute for Business & Home Safety (IBHS) mitigation results 
• 2024 Texas A&M Windstorm Market Incentives Study – Resilient Structures Final Report 
• Performance of IBHS Fortified HomeTM construction in hurricane sally 

Studies on cost to retrofit homes to be wildfire-resistant 
• Construction costs for a wildfire-resistance home 
• The cost of retrofitting a home for wildfire resistance 
• Building wildfire-resistant homes after disasters will save billions 

Western Washington wildfire reports 
• Cascadia Burning: the historic, but not historically unprecedented, 2020 wildfires in the Pacific 

Northwest - Matthew Reilly et al. 
• Nature of the beast: examining climate adaptation options in forests with stand-replacing fire 

regimes - Joshua Halofsky et al. 
• Wildfire in Western Washington: A Different Animal - Daniel Donato & Ashley Blazina webinar 

Wildfire mitigation 
• National Institute of Standards and Technology - Fire Hazard Mitigation Methodology 
• IBHS wildfire prepared home technical standards 
• IBHS brochure 
• IBHS video on how embers ignite a home 
• Guide to retrofitting a home for wildfire protection 
• Sustainable Defensible Space guidance 
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https://www.insurance.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-09/final-wui-mitigation-comparison-rpt.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bhSESWE9pei6MMsv52VeGtC_WBgD7bVA/view
https://headwaterseconomics.org/natural-hazards/wildfire/colorado-wildfire-resistant-building-code/
https://wildfireready.dnr.wa.gov/
https://www.fireadaptedwashington.org/toolkit/community-protection-plans/
https://www.wildfireambassador.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g86KXlFtgC0
https://www.insurance.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-06/wildfire-fire-service-guide.pdf
https://www.insurance.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-06/wildfire-wg-iafc-wui-guide.pdf
https://www.tdi.texas.gov/reports/pc/documents/final-report-2024.pdf
https://www.insurance.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-06/wildfire-wg-ibhs-fortified.pdf
https://headwaterseconomics.org/wp-content/uploads/2022_HE_IBHS_WildfireConstruction.pdf
https://headwaterseconomics.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Wildfire_Retrofit_Report_R5.pdf
https://headwaterseconomics.org/headwaters/building-wildfire-resistant-homes-after-disasters-will-save-billions/
https://research.fs.usda.gov/treesearch/64470
https://research.fs.usda.gov/treesearch/64470
https://research.fs.usda.gov/treesearch/56046
https://research.fs.usda.gov/treesearch/56046
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6EDFmK2_7l8
https://www.insurance.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-06/wildfire-wg-nist-tn.pdf
https://www.insurance.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-06/wildfire-wg-ibhs-tech-standard.pdf
https://www.insurance.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-06/wildfire-wg-ibhs-brochure.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QQIHtMQ_y5k
https://readyforwildfire.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/wildfire-home-retrfito-guide-1.26.21.pdf
https://defensiblespace.org/house/house-new/


 

  
  
  

   
  

• Firewise USA recognition program 
• Firewise USA Residents Reducing Wildfire Risks guidelines updated 2021 
• Firewise USA Community Conversation Workshops Overview 2017 

Wildland Urban Interface Code 
• 2021 Washington Wildland-Urban Interface Code 

Washington Wildfire Mitigation and Resiliency Standards Work Group. December 1, 2025 28 

https://www.insurance.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-06/wildfire-wg-firewise.pdf
https://www.insurance.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-08/wildfire-wg-firewise-guidelines-2021.pdf
https://www.insurance.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-08/wildfire-wg-firewise-overview-2017.pdf
https://www.insurance.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-06/wildfire-wg-wildland-urban-code.pdf
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