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Al B. VRole Of The Insurance Commigsioner

" The Insurance Code (Title 48 RCW), in combination with the Washington
Administrative Code (Title 284 WAC); provides the requirements for rate filings, including

rate filings affecting disability insurance premiums. See RCW 48.19.7 Washingion law

defines disability insurance to include long-term care insurance: RCW 48.11.030. As a result,”

most statutes and rules pertaiming to long-term care insurance fall primarily under the statutes

and rules applicable to disability insurance. However, statutes and rules specific to long-term

care insurance supplement the general provisions for disability insurance. See RCW 48.83,

RCW 48.84, WAC 284-54, and WAC 284-83.

The Insurance Code specifies various considerations that must be taken into account in

the setting of rates, including past and prospective loss experience, hazards, profitability, and

expenses. See id. Washington’s insmra_ncc statutes and rules also provide detailed guidelines
for detenmmng whether a rate filing is justified, excesswe madequate or dlscrlmmdtmy See
RCW 48.19.030, WAC 284 24- 065 and WAC 284- 54—600 Maoreover, the Code dlrccls the

Insurance Cormmissioner to conduct a review of the rate filings and requires insurers to submit

extensive documentation in support of their rate filing, such as loss experience and other |

pertinent information. See RCW 48.19.040. The Insurance Commissioner undertakes a review

of a rate filing as soon as reasonably possible. See RCW 48.19.060 and RCW 48.19.100. The

Insurance Commissioner can approve or disapprové a rate filing. See RCW 48.19.060,
RCW 48.19.100.

Because of concerns about long-term care insurance premium rate increases, its affect
ont consurners, and the future problems for policyholders if there are not enough funds to cover

benefits, all rate filings with premiwm rate increases are submitted with evidence supporting

the filing. See RCW 48.19.030, RCW 48.19.040, WAC 284-54-630. All of these materials are |

T RCW  48.19.010(1) originally excluded disability~ insurance from this section; however

RCW 48.19.010(2) placed disability insurance within the purview of this regulatory section,
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