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It has recently been reported to me that your husband, Dr. Dana Petersen, has some 
professional interaction with Seattle Children's Hospital (SCH). Based on my 
subsequent fact checking, I have concluded that Dr. Petersen's economic interests in 
SCH are de minimis, and would not be substantially affected by the current proceeding 
between the OIC and SCH. Furthermore, I have no reason to believe that his 
interactions have impacted or impeded your ability to be impartial. However, in the 
interests of protecting the integrity of the Commissioner's hearings process, I am 
obligated to inform you of the facts I considered and share with you the provisions of the 
Administrative Procedures Act (APA) and the Code of Judicial Conduct (CJC) which I 
reviewed in coming to this conclusion. And because ex parte contact between us is 
prohibited, I have copied all parties to the case on this letter. 

As you know, the CJC is not directly applicable to administrative hearings officers. 
However, the APA effectively incorporates the CJC by reference, providing that an 
administrative hearings officer can be disqualified for any reason that is grounds for the 
disqualification of a judge. RCW 34.05.425(3). A hearings officer "shall not permit 
family, social, political, financial, or other interest or relationships to influence the judge's 
judicial conduct or judgment." CJC Rule 2.4(8). A hearings officer should disqualify 
herself if her "impartiality might reasonably be questioned." CJC 2.11(A). This 
specifically applies in circumstances where either the hearings officer or her spouse is 
"a person who has more than a de minimis interest that could be substantially affected 
by the proceeding." CJC 2.11 (A)(2)(c), or when the hearings officer knows that her 
"spouse ... has an economic interest in the subject matter in controversy or in a party 
to the proceeding." 
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Your husband, Dr. Dana Petersen, is a very well-respected pediatrician in the Olympia 
area. I am personally acquainted with Dr. Petersen; for the last two years, he and I have 
served on the executive board of Behavioral Health Resources, a non-profit multi
county provider of mental health and addiction recovery services. 

It was recently reported to me that Dr. Petersen conducted his residency at SCH, and 
that he refers patients to them in the course of his pediatric practice. On the website for 
his clinic (Olympia Pediatrics, PLLC), Dr. Petersen's biography confirms his residency. 
He also lists a hospital affiliation with SCH, so it appears that Dr. Petersen refers 
patients for care at SCH. I conducted a search of the SCH online provider directory 
(http://www.seattlechildrens.org/doctor-finder/) and he is not listed as having admitting 
or attending privileges. 

Based on these facts, Dr. Petersen's interest in SCH appears to be de minimis. I have 
no evidence that Dr. Petersen is compensated for referrals, or that he has other 
financial or economic interests in SCH that could be substantially affected by the 
outcome of this current case. It does not appear that Dr. Petersen's professional 
contacts with SCH constitute a family interest that would influence your opinion, nor do I 
perceive any appearance of bias in your conduct or judgment. 

Thank you for your review of this letter. If I am mistaken in any of the facts I have 
related, I would appreciate your clarification. 

nnaLisa Gellermann 
Deputy Insurance Commissioner 
Legal Affairs 

cc: Michael Madden, Attorney for Seattle Children's Hospital 
Gwendolyn C. Payton, Attorney for Prernera Blue Cross 
Timothy J. Parker, Attorney for Bridgespan Health Company 
Maren R. Norton, Attorney for Coordinated Care Corporation 
Charles Brown, OIC Staff Attorney 


