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Break in the Ice: Climate Risk and the 

Insurance Industry  

      

 

Date June 1, 2016 

Time 1 p.m. – 5 p.m.  

Location University of Washington Intellectual House  

Social #WAclimatesummit  

Follow us on Twitter: @WA_OIC & @CIG_UW 

 

Agenda 

1:00-1:10 p.m.  Opening   Charlene Nelson, Chairwoman, 

Shoalwater Bay Tribe 

1:10-1:30 p.m.  Welcome & introduction  Mike Kreidler, 

Insurance Commissioner  

1:30-1:45 p.m.  Climate and its impacts on the 

Northwest 

Dr. Joe Casola, Deputy Director, 

UW Climate Impacts Group 

1:45-2:00 p.m.  Climate and its impacts on 

investment portfolios 

Alex Bernhardt, Principal, Mercer’s 

Responsible Investment Group  

http://www.washington.edu/diversity/tribal-relations/intellectual-house/
https://twitter.com/WA_OIC
https://twitter.com/CIG_UW
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2:00-2:45 p.m.  Financial & investment risks panel 

 

Moderator:  

Alex Bernhardt, Principal, Mercer’s 

Responsible Investment Group 

 

Panelists:  

Mike Kreidler, Insurance 

Commissioner 

 

Pat McNaughton, Chief Financial 

Examiner, OIC 

 

Marcie Frost, Chair, Washington 

State Investment Board   

 

Theresa Whitmarsh, Director, 

State Investment Board 

 

Cynthia McHale, Director, Ceres 

Insurance Program 

 

Stephen Scofield, Director, 

Financial Industry Solutions, N.A., 

South Pole Group 

2:45-3:00 p.m.  Break  

3:00-3:15 p.m.  Reinsurers’ perspective on climate 

risk from an underwriting and 

investment perspective 

 

Dennis Burke, Vice President 

Reinsurance Association of 

America 

3:15-3:45 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

Reinsurer panel Moderator: Steve McElhiney, 

President, EWI Re, Inc. 

 

Panelists: 

Alex Kaplan, Sr. Vice President, 

Global Partnerships, Swiss Re 

 

Dennis Burke, Reinsurance Assoc. 

of America 
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3:45-4:15 p.m.  Insurer panel  Moderator: Marcie Frost, Chair, 

Washington State Investment 

Board   

 

Panelists: 

Derek Wing, Communications 

Manager, Pemco 

 

Dan Dunmoyer, Head of 

Government & Industry Affairs, 

Farmers’ Insurance 

 

Butch Bacani, Programme Leader, 

UNEP FI, Principles for Sustainable 

Insurance Initiative 

4:15-4:45 p.m.  Reflections on global insurers and 

reinsurers in response to the Paris 

Call to Action 

Mike McGavick, CEO, XL Group 

4:45-5:00 Closing remarks  Dr. Joe Casola, Director, UW 

Climate Impacts Group  

 

Mike Kreidler, Insurance 

Commissioner 
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